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      Crookwell Uniting Church 

“To Know Christ and Make Christ Known” 

Witnessing to God’s love for the world  

From the main street to the paddock. 

 

March 2023 

A Grace Filled Partnership 

Those who have joined our community in 
the last few years may be unaware of a 
long-standing partnership our 
congregation shares with the GRACE 
community. 
 
GRACE (or the Goulburn Regional 
Alternate Church Experiment) was 
established in late 2013 by the Rev. Aimee 
Kent.  GRACE is a ‘fresh expression’ of 
Church – a model coming out of the UK 
which asks, ‘What if instead of asking 
people to come to Church, we went and 
were the Church where people are?’ 
 
As such GRACE developed into a 
community of different communities or 
interest groups, ranging from the Den (a 
board gaming community) to Supper 
Church (a house church), and Outdoor 
Adventure Church (a bushwalking, caving 
and camping group).  Over the years 

different communities have been born 
whilst others have died – each for their 
season asking the question, ‘What does it 
mean to be people of faith here?’ 
 
In 2016, a partnership began between 
GRACE and the Crookwell congregation 
that has taken many different forms.  
Crookwell has provided prayer and 
financial support to GRACE (in the form of 
part of a minister’s stipend): first for Rev. 
Aimee Kent, then for myself, and 
currently for Pastor Amy Junor. 
Meanwhile, GRACE has at different points 
been involved in the life of Crookwell: 
helping run play group, joining us for 
worship or major events (such as 
markets), and making their minister 
available to help lead worship at 
Crookwell.   
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Most recently, members of Crookwell 
have been invited to join Supper Church 
online on a Thursday night for Bible Study. 
 
The result has been many wonderful 
successes in the life of this community, 
which is predominantly made up of 
younger people, people struggling with 
mental health issues, or members of the 
LGBTI community – each of whom may 
not have normally found their way into 
the life of the Church.  We have baptised 
new disciples, mourned the deaths of 
beloved members, had people undertake 
Periods of Discernment and step into lay 
ministries, and this month (10th March) 
we will be confirming one of our 
members, Luke Keenan, as a member of 
the Uniting Church in Australia. 
 
Yet for these joys, the community has also 
had many struggles, particularly in the 
form of funding uncertainty.  In particular 
in recent years the Minister of Grace has 
had to spend precious ministry hours 
fundraising instead of among the people, 
meaning that a community which was 
once 250 is now closer to 30.  Now, after 
nearly ten years of existence, the funding 
which existed to plant the GRACE 
community has nearly run out – and 
questions have arisen about how GRACE 
might continue to have a part in the 
Uniting Church’s life. 
 
After a nearly seven year partnership, the 
obvious answer to everyone involved has 

 
1 Regulation 3.9.2.c) states that ‘A Faith Community 
will order its life, under the oversight of the 
Presbytery, so as to encourage its participants, 
develop its mission, and be accountable for its 
resources, and may seek the guidance of a 

been that GRACE’s future lies now with 
the Crookwell congregation.  As such, at 
its last meeting, Church Council agreed: 
 
That Crookwell Church Council agree to 
assume oversight of the Grace faith 
community under regulation 3.9.2.c1 as 
of1 April 2023, and notify the Presbytery 
of this decision. 
 
What does this mean in practice? 
 
As of 1 April, GRACE will report to Church 
Council every six months or so on its 
volunteers, its activities, and any 
compliance matters (much in the way that 
the Bookshop does).  Church Council will 
also make Daniel available out of his 
Crookwell hours to provide oversight and 
pastoral support to the GRACE 
community.  As GRACE will become part 
of Crookwell’s life more directly, and no 
longer have its own Minister, Crookwell 
will no longer transfer the existing 
percentage of a stipend to GRACE it has 
been – strengthening our financial 
position for the upcoming projects we 
have like the Childcare Centre.  
Meanwhile GRACE will continue as a faith 
community with its own mission and 
ministry, but will look for further 
opportunities to work cooperatively with 
members of the Crookwell congregation 
who may be interested. 
 
To mark these events, there will likely be 
a liturgical ‘handing over’ of responsibility 

Presbytery about possible ways to do so.’ In this 
case, the Grace Community would meet its 
requirements through the reporting of the Crookwell 
Church Council. 
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at our Sunday service on Palm Sunday (2nd 
April). 
 
And, speaking of Palm Sunday – this year 
we are hopeful of reinstating our Palm 
Sunday Prayer Walk – an act of Christian 
witness in which we join with the 
members of St Bartholomew’s and St 
Mary’s in praying for our town and its 
people.  Please save the date and put on 
your best walking shoes! 
 
 
Yours in Christ 

- Daniel 

 

 

The Voice 

Uniting Church Australia President, Rev 

Sharon Hollis recently joined other leaders 

of faith in signing a letter of support for the 

upcoming Voice referendum as “an 

invitation to move towards national healing, 

unity and reconciliation.” 

The letter also stated the Voice would 

“establish a means for overcoming the 

devastating effects of social inclusion.” 

The full letter can be read at 

https://uniting.church/wp-

content/uploads/2023/02/Faith-leaders-

Joint-Letter-FINAL.pdf 

The referendum is due to take place 

sometime later this year. 

 

Lenten Bible Study 

Lenten Bible Study continues throughout 

March, rotating between Crookwell Uniting, 

St Mary’s and St Bartholomew’s. 

For those new to the group, please see 

Daniel for times and locations for the March 

meetings.  All are welcome. 

____________________________________ 

World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 3rd is World Day of Prayer. 

This year’s theme is God’s promise in the 

letter to the Ephesians (1:15-19): “Jesus 

Christ, the Father of Glory, may give you a 

spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of Him.” 

A service will be held at St Bartholomew’s 

at 10am on Friday, March 3rd.  For more 

information, please call Margaret 

Wheelwright on 0425 231 477. 

 

 

https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Faith-leaders-Joint-Letter-FINAL.pdf
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Faith-leaders-Joint-Letter-FINAL.pdf
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Faith-leaders-Joint-Letter-FINAL.pdf
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Worship & Readings 

Sunday 5 March 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: Genesis 12:1-4; Psalm 121; 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 

 

 

Sunday 12 March 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 

5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

 

 

Sunday 19 March 

Hosting Goulburn and Gunning  

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

 

 

Sunday 26 March 

9:00 Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings:  Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Psalm 130; 

Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

 

 

Pastoral Drop-In 

Come and join Daniel for a cuppa and 

conversation during the new ‘drop-in’ times 

at Crookwell and Goulburn. 

Daniel will be available at the Welcome 

Christian Bookshop on the first and third 

Wednesdays of each month from 1-4pm.   

He will also be at the Red Dove Centre in 

Goulburn on the second and fourth Monday 

from 9:30am-12pm. 

March Dates 

Crookwell 

March 1st 

March 15th 

 

Goulburn 

 

March 13th 

March 27th 

___________________________________ 

Church Council Update 

Last month we provided an update on the 

make-up of the Church Council.  

Unfortunately, we missed including Louise 

Stokes in the new list of members. 

Louise has taken on the role of Minutes 

Secretary.  Apologies to Louise for the 

oversight in the last newsletter. 


