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CROOKWELL UNITING CHURCH 

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known” 

 

HOME PRAYER PACK FOR JANUARY 2023 

 

As we continue to worship from home, please find enclosed materials to assist.   

 

If you are unsure where to start, perhaps the following is a useful guide (with thanks to A 

Sermon For Every Sunday): 

• If you are with your spouse, partner, and/or family, gather around a table.  If you are 

on your own, find a place that is quiet and comfortable. 

• Light a candle to symbolise the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that you are entering 

sacred time. 

• Start with a simple opening prayer, acknowledging that Jesus promised to come to 

wherever people gathered in His name. 

• Read through the weekly readings, as outlined in our newsletter.  If in a group, take 

turns on reading out loud to the group. 

• Follow up with a discussion based on the readings.   

• Enter into a time of prayer.  This can be as simple as “What am I thankful for?” and 

“What am I concerned about?” 

 

If you need a bible at home, please call the church on 4832 1026, and one can be provided.  

If you are interested, Songs of Praise airs on ABC TV at 2:30pm each Sunday, and can also be 

watched any time at https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016 

 

Stay safe.  God bless. 

 

https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016


January 1, 2023 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

 

This is a tough Sunday to preach, coming after the Christmas celebrations of this week. The 
Gospel reading is the slaughter of the children under King Herod. Can you imagine anything 
less consistent with the “good cheer” of Christmas Day? 

But perhaps this is a good thing. Perhaps we need to be reminded that great joy and great 
suffering exist right beside each other. Perhaps we need to be reminded that even as we 
celebrate, others grieve, and our celebration is empty and destructive unless we also work 
to create a reason for the least and most vulnerable among us to celebrate. Perhaps it’s 
good for us to go directly from “Peace on earth and good will to humanity” to the reality of 
violence, destruction and suffering, so that we can renew our commitment to the Christmas 
message in the light of the pain of our world, rather than in some celebratory vacuum. 

May your worship and preaching today offer a real and robust reason for joy and hope in 
our broken and hurting world. 

READINGS: 
Isaiah 63:7-9: A Psalm of praise for God’s love for God’s people, and God’s deliverance and 
mercy which carries them. 

Psalm 148: A call for creation to praise God, for God’s glory is over all, and God uplifts and 
strengthens God’s people. 

Hebrews 2:10-18: Through Jesus, who became human, like us, and who was tempted, like 
us, God has brought us, as Christ’s sisters and brothers, into God’s glory. 

Matthew 2:13-23: Herod slaughters all boys two years and younger after being outwitted by 
the wise men, but Jesus and his parents, after being warned by God, have already fled to 
Egypt. After Herod’s death, they return to the land of Israel and settle in Nazareth. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
This is a tough day in the Lectionary, coming right after the Christmas celebration. While it 
can be tempting to avoid the obvious difficulties with today’s readings and just stay with 
expressions of faith and rejoicing in the coming of Christ and the promise of God’s 
deliverance, even from enemies who would seek to destroy God’s purposes, to do this is to 
do our people – and the Scriptures – a disservice. While it is good to affirm that God’s plan 
of salvation is worked out throughout biblical history, and in our own times and lives, the 
shocking image of the innocent children who are slaughtered as Christ escapes cannot be 
avoided. Neither can the reality of the millions of innocent children who die daily through 
poverty, war, curable diseases and human trafficking. To ignore this horrific story, or to 
focus only on Christ’s escape, is to paint God as a heartless manipulator of history, and 
human beings as expendable pawns. Rather, the challenge of this passage is to seek to 
understand the impact that Herod’s cold abuse of power had on Christ and his life. It is to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2063:7-9&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202:10-18&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202:13-23&version=CEB


recognise the grief of God in the cry of the mothers who lost their children. And it is to 
recognise God’s grief for the lost innocents of our world today. Then, as our hearts are 
broken, we cannot help but follow Christ into a life of protecting the most vulnerable, and of 
holding our leaders accountable to justice and integrity for the sake of the poor. The 
message of Christmas, then, is not just that God is with us, but that through us, God seeks to 
be with all people, especially those who are grieving, suffering and marginalised. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION: It would be wonderful to be able to say that Herods no longer exist 
in the halls of power in our world, but we all know this is not the case. Some of our leaders 
are deliberately corrupt, feeling nothing for bringing suffering and devastation on their 
nation and people, while they enjoy privilege, prosperity and power. Others are simply 
weak, unable to resist the temptations of power and greed, and unable to stand against 
those who lead them into corruption through promises of financial and political support. 
And all the while, people in poverty-stricken, debt-crippled countries suffer and die, ignored 
by the powerful and wealthy. In this scenario, though, there are leaders – of government, of 
business, of faith communities, of the arts – that stand with integrity and courage against 
injustice. It is important for us to identify these leaders and support them in prayer and in 
any other way we can. But, it is equally important for us, as followers of the ultimate leader, 
Christ, to speak out against any slaughters of innocents we become aware of, and to do 
what we can to work for the healing and restoration of those who are being harmed or 
ignored. Among the issues we need to be involved with, human trafficking stands out as a 
modern “slaughter of the innocents” which must call us to prayer and action in Christ’s 
name. 

LOCAL APPLICATION: Preachers have a tough time this Sunday. It is quite possible that, 
after the Christmas joy, this Sunday’s service could feel like a wet blanket. However, it can 
also be a celebration of justice and a call to life if handled well. Two emphases that can help 
to make this happen are as follows: 1. God is at work to save and protect the innocent, the 
marginalised and the poor. God is also at work, in Christ, leading us, as God’s people, into 
the abundant life Christ promised. God hears both the cry of the most vulnerable, and our 
cry. This is a gift of grace and a source of tremendous hope and joy. 2. As in Christ, God 
came to raise up the least and to include and restore the marginalised, so God invites us to 
participate in this work of joy-bringing, life-giving and saving. And it is as we particpate in 
God’s reign – which has come to us in Christ – that we discover life, guidance and salvation 
for ourselves. As we embrace these two emphases, and the life they offer, we can begin to 
identify the grieving and hurting ones in our midst and make a commitment to speak for 
them, to serve them and to protect them in any way we can. 

 

 

 

 

 



January 8, 2023 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

 

What struck me in the readings for Christ’s Baptism this week was the quietness of it all. 
There is no fanfare, no glitz and no loud, forceful declarations. God’s affirmation of Christ, 
and the ministry of Jesus, are all rather quiet and subdued. This does not mean that 
proclamation does not happen, but that the proclamation of the Gospel happens less 
through loud, dramatic displays and more through gentle, quiet, ordinary encounters. 

May we be inspired to live lives of quiet proclamation as we worship this week. 

READINGS: 
Isaiah 42:1-9: A prophecy of God’s coming servant, who fulfils God’s promise, and who will 
bring justice and comfort. 

Psalm 29: An exhortation for the heavenly beings to give glory to God, for God’s mighty, 
majestic voice. 

Acts 10:34-43: Peter preaches about the Jesus who was baptised by John and empowered 
by God’s Spirit, who taught about God’s reign and did good, and who is now the judge of all 
and the one who brings forgiveness. 

Matthew 3:13-17: Jesus appears at the Jordan and John hesitates to baptise him, but 
ultimately submits to Christ and baptises him. Then the heavens open, the Spirit descends 
on Jesus as a dove, and God’s voice proclaims God’s pleasure in Jesus. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
The twin themes of proclamation and justice run through the readings this week. Isaiah 
prophecies the servant who fulfils God’s previously proclaimed promise and who brings 
justice by proclamation without raising his voice, in word and action. The voice of God, 
which causes strong responses in creation, is praised in Psalm 29. In Acts, Peter’s 
proclamation of the Gospel is the focus, and he points people to Jesus’ own message, 
proclaimed and demonstrated in words and acts of compassion and justice. In the 
encounter with John, Jesus proclaims that what they do is in fulfilment of righteousness 
(what God requires) and then God proclaims Christ to be God’s well-beloved son, in whom 
God delights. The beautiful challenge of these readings is that justice, God’s reign, God’s 
presence and God’s salvation in Christ, must be proclaimed, and be seen to be proclaimed, 
for them to have impact and influence in our world. However, as Isaiah indicates, and Peter 
preaches, the proclamation is quiet, without a raised voice, and is shown to God’s “hand-
picked” witnesses who must then carry the message further. The Baptism of Christ, then, is 
for us a listening to God’s proclamation of who Christ is, and what Christ has come to do. 
We are the witnesses to Christ. And then, it is also a call for us to be proclaimers, 
messengers, carrying what we have seen and experienced into the world in quiet, but 
significant, words and deeds. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2042:1-9&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2029&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2010:34-43&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203:13-17&version=CEB
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%2029


CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION: Some years ago there was an advert on South African television that 
began with a quiet voice saying “If you want to catch someone’s attention, whisper!” This 
may be one way of seeing this week’s theme. Although, the Baptism of Christ may be 
thought of as a dramatic event with lots of fanfare, and great supernatural proclamation, it 
appears that it was actually a rather quiet affair. Certainly, it did not create the kind of stir 
that would be expected if such an event was witnessed publicly. Rather, Matthew seems to 
indicate that only Jesus saw the dove and heard the voice, and directly after this event, 
Jesus was led into the wilderness – a place of seclusion and isolation. The other readings 
also indicate the power of quiet proclamation in word and deed, and the effect of Jesus’ 
practice of such quiet proclamation, which still had very significant impact. In the same way, 
we who follow Christ and seek to influence the world in the direction of justice and love, 
would do well to allow our words to be quiet, and our proclamation to be as much in lives of 
gentle justice as in words of challenge. It may seem that such quiet proclamation can have 
little effect on our world, but in fact it is really the only thing that makes any significant 
difference. When my neighbours see justice in my life, when those around me are treated 
with compassion and dignity, when my giving, my ethics and my values all speak of God’s 
reign and justice, then my world is made a little more whole, and the world is changed for 
the better. And when the numbers of people doing this grow, then the impact grows too. 
So, whatever issue you may seek to proclaim God’s justice into, reflect on how you can 
adopt, at least in part, the strategy of Jesus’ baptism – quiet proclamation. 

LOCAL APPLICATION: Somehow Christianity seems to have become a religion of public 
words proclaimed loudly: from Christian billboards, to street evangelists complete with 
sandwich boards and bullhorns; from sports stars publicly making a show of kneeling and 
praying, to celebrity preachers; from political lobbying to religious media – you would think 
that the church would be growing in leaps and bounds. And yet, people seem to be deaf to 
our message and disinterested in our words. Perhaps that’s because in all the noise, there is 
has been little action – a lot of shouting, but not much grace and love. Perhaps the word we 
need to hear from Jesus’ baptism is that God seems to like quiet proclamation. No raised 
voice, no huge public displays (note Jesus’ rejection of the temptations to this kind of 
attention grabbing). Rather, a quiet affirmation here, a gentle act of justice there, a 
constantly lived love and grace that gently, but profoundly, touches and changes lives. I 
wonder if God might be calling communities of faith to this kind of quiet proclamation in 
their neighbourhoods: seeking to bring life and grace and love and justice, without 
expecting anything back (not even a commitment to attend on Sundays); giving a voice, 
where possible and necessary, to the voiceless and challenging whatever brings pain and 
destruction, but doing so with a strong, gentle, enacted message – not loud, emotive and 
actionless words. What might it mean for us to put our baptism into practice? What might it 
mean for us to take St. Francis’ words seriously – “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words 
if necessary.” 

 

 

 



January 15, 2023 
John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 
 
It is a joy and a blessing to be called by Christ – as we all are. Answering the call is not easy, 
however, and asks of us, as it did of Jesus, a commitment to giving of ourselves, to making 
the sacrifices – small and large – that allow the reign of God to be manifest in our lives and 
in our world. Sacrifice is not a popular word, but it is one that needs to be rediscovered if we 
are to address the massive challenges facing our world. 

I pray that our worship gives us the courage and the faith to lay down our lives in service of 
Christ and God’s reign again. 

READINGS: 
Isaiah 49:1-7: Isaiah’s second servant song seems to refer to both an individual and to the 
nation of Israel. Either way the message is clear – the work is hard and leads to mockery and 
rejection, but God will make God’s servant a light to the nations and will ultimately bring the 
servant praise and recognition. 

Psalm 40:1-11: Praise for God’s grace and rescue, and a commitment to serve God and 
proclaim God’s justice. 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9: God has gifted God’s church with all they need to serve in partnership 
with God, and to remain strong until the return of Christ. 

John 1:29-42: John the Baptist testifies that Jesus is the one who will baptise with the Holy 
Spirit, and two of John’s disciples follow Jesus. One of them, Andrew, calls his brother Simon 
to meet Jesus, and Jesus names him Peter. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
Following on from Jesus’ baptism, his mission is now proclaimed and affirmed in the 
readings this week. The prophetic song of Isaiah’s servant holds challenging foreshadows of 
Christ’s sacrificial life. The psalmist’s commitment to serve God is echoed in Jesus’ own 
ministry, as is God’s gifting of followers of Christ in God’s church. Finally, as John testifies, 
Jesus is the one who leads people into transforming encounters with God (baptism in the 
Holy Spirit) and who is the “Lamb of God” who will be sacrificed for all people. The 
Scriptures this week hold Christ up for us as the example of one who is called, and one who 
has responded to that call, and is committed enough to make profound sacrifices in service 
of God’s reign. Like the first disciples, we also find ourselves called, and needing to respond 
and commit. Along with the call is God’s equipping – the hope of God’s ultimate glory (as 
reflected in the Psalm and Isaiah), the Baptism of the Holy Spirit given by Christ and the gifts 
God has given to God’s church, spoken of by Paul. If God’s reign of justice and love is to find 
a place on the earth, it will be through faithful, sacrificial followers of Christ who have 
responded willingly to God’s call. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
Global Application: 
It seems amazing to say it, but one of the most significant shifts that needs to be made in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2049:1-7&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2040:1-11&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201:1-9&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:29-42&version=CEB


the world is for every person and organisation to recognise their part (their calling) in 
addressing the great challenges we face, and to embrace the necessary sacrifices required 
to bring about justice. On a global scale this involves wealthy nations making such changes 
as doing away with trade restrictions and unjust trade subsidies and reaquirements in order 
to level the playing field for poorer, less powerful nations. It may involve refusing to use 
sweat shops, and doing the necessary checks to ensure that producers of the products we 
import and sell are treating their workers fairly. It may mean cancelling third world debt, 
and prioritising health care and getting medicine to those who need it over the profits that 
can be made through these medicines. It may also mean, for those who live in poorer 
countries, addressing the corruption and lack of accountability that sometimes plagues aid 
in these countries. These are just some thoughts, but if we are truly to follow the Lamb of 
God, it will not be without significant commitment and sacrifice. As we work for these 
changes, we may be mocked and threatened, labelled and rejected. But, ultimately, as the 
world’s systems change, so God’s reign is manifest, and God’s life is made available to all. 

Local Application: 
Answering the call to follow the Lamb of God, as Andrew and Peter did, is a daily decision 
made in the little details of how much we consume, what and how we buy, what we drive, 
where we live, what we eat, how we use energy, how we work, how we treat others and 
how we care for ourselves. Many of these decisions result in sacrifices that we would 
probably prefer to avoid. At its heart discipleship is about recognising that our faith is not an 
individual journey, but is connected into community. Our choice to sacrifice or not impacts 
others in our churches, neighbourhoods and world, and so we find that as we follow Christ, 
we are brought face to face with others, and the impact of our choices and lifestyle on 
them. To make the sacrificial changes that will lead to a more just world – the world that 
Jesus proclaimed – we need resources beyond ourselves. For this it takes both the 
recognition that the Christ we are called to follow is the Lamb of God who calls us to take up 
our crosses, and an openness to receive the “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” – the transforming, 
empowering encounter with God – that John said Jesus would offer. But as we embrace the 
life of sacrifice and of following Christ, we each become foundation stones – Peters, rocks – 
in the reign of God being built among us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 22, 2023 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 
 

 Following Christ – especially in the work of justice and living out the values of God’s reign – 
can sometimes get in the way of true relationship with Christ, but without a lived 
experience of intimacy with God, we lack the empowerment and resources to be a positive 
influence on the world. This week, the Lectionary calls us, no matter what struggles or 
challenges we may face, or what work we may be called to do, to nurture a strong and 
vibrant relationship with God. Ultimately this the work of our worship, which then 
empowers everything else we do as followers of Christ. 

In the light of this, you may want to consider reading The Hour That Changes Everything – 
How worship forms us into the people God calls us to be, if you haven’t already. This book, 
that is designed as a 50 day journey for individuals, small groups and congregations, is a 
journey into a deeper, more empowering relationship with God that flows from a vibrant 
and committed discipline of worship. More details can be found here. 

May we be drawn into a deeper and more vibrant relationship with God as we worship this 
week. 

READINGS: 
Isaiah 9:1-4: Isaiah prophesies a reversal of fortune for the people of God who are occupied 
by Assyria – though they are in darkness, light will break in, and they will be freed from their 
oppression. 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9: David’s Psalm celebrating God’s protection and the security he finds in 
God’s presence and in God’s sanctuary. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18: Paul confronts the Corinthians about the divisions and factions 
among them, reminding them that it is only the message of the cross that is important and 
that offers God’s power for salvation. 

Matthew 4:12-23: Jesus begins his ministry and is seen by Matthew to be fulfilling Isaiah’s 
prophecy of the light shining in the darkness. He preaches the nearness of God’s reign, calls 
his first disciples and heals those who are afflicted with disease. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
In times of oppression and distress – Assyria’s occupation of Israel, David’s fear of attack by 
surrounding enemies, internal strife and divisions in the Corinthian church, John the 
Baptist’s arrest and imprisonment – we need light to guide our feet, to give us sight, and to 
warm and protect us. We need a sense of God’s enfolding presence, of dwelling secure in 
God’s house, of being saved by God and claimed by God’s love. All of these passages reflect 
this need, and all of them offer a vision of God’s faithful response in the promise of 
salvation, in God’s presence in our pain, and in the healing and strength that God provides. 
It is this sense of the reality of God’s presence and action on our behalf, this lived 

https://sacredise.com/product/the-hour-that-changes-everything-pdf/
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experience of God’s help and grace, that makes faith real. Without it, our faith is nothing 
more than an intellectual exercise, cold and powerless – having the form of godliness but 
lacking the power. And so as, with the disciples, we seek to answer Jesus’ call to follow, as 
we seek to experience the reign of God that Jesus proclaims, as we seek to live out the 
message that Jesus preached and embody the healing and liberation that Jesus 
demonstrated, we can ask for, and expect, a real, vibrant and strengthening relationship 
with the Living God. Only in this way can we hope to know life, and to truly know and share 
the blessing of God’s reign. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
Global Application: 
As we work within the systems of this world to bring about justice it is tempting to get 
caught into the factionalism and calls for loyalty of the systems we challenge. We may find 
ourselves subtly becoming more devoted to our causes than to Christ. We may discover that 
we are seeking to build a kingdom according to our dreams and ideas, rather than according 
to the values of God’s reign. Any time that we, as followers of Christ, allow our place in 
political parties, advocacy groups or even religious affiliations to become more important 
than God’s truth and grace, we have lost our way. As we face the threats to our world’s 
wholeness – violence and war, poverty and greed, consumption and environmental 
degradation, exclusion and discrimination – we can only do so in the security and strength 
of a strong and vibrant lived relationship with God, and an inspiring and challenging vision of 
the reign of God that Jesus preached and enacted. And, as we allow this relationship with 
God to be our primary loyalty, we will find ourselves welcoming even those whom we 
oppose and with whom we disagree. We will find ourselves challenging the injustices within 
our own organisations and groups as much as we challenge those of which we are not a 
part. We will find ourselves called to stand in places of vulnerable mediation, in-between-
ness, and love without partisan loyalty. It may feel like it is only through the system that real 
change can happen, but in reality it is only as more and more of us are prepared to opt out 
of the systems as much as we can, and embrace the new way of God’s reign, that the 
kingdoms of this world can truly become the kingdoms of our Lord and of God’s Christ. 

Local Application: 
There are two responses that must be made to the readings this week. The first is to 
remember, as we seek to serve the most vulnerable in our communities, that meeting their 
physical and justice needs is only part of the work. If we do not also invite them into an 
experience of God’s reign themselves, if we do not allow them to discover, or deepen, a 
relationship with the Living God, we are little more than a social service organisation. The 
poverty of soul, the violence of feeling abandoned by God, the oppression of being at the 
mercy of this world’s systems with no awareness of another reality – these are also justice 
issues to address. And the Gospel addresses them powerfully in the teachings, the example 
and the sacrifice of Christ. The second response is for each Christ follower to ensure that 
we, personally and collectively, nurture our own relationship with God. Without a constant, 
vibrant and empowering experience of God’s grace and presence, we all too easily grow 
despondent, cynical and even destructive. The power to live from the reality of God’s reign, 
to work to change the world and bring justice, flows from knowing God’s light and presence. 
Ultimately our first calling is simply to follow Christ and invite others to do the same. 



Changing the world, then, is not our task – it is God’s. We simply get to participate 
sometimes. 

 

 

January 29, 2023 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 
 

Following on from last week, the Lectionary this week explores the interconnectedness of 
our intimacy with God and our lives lived in justice and mercy. It also begins a short 
Epiphany journey through the Sermon on the Mount. Without a lived expression of our 
intimacy with God, our faith is little more than platitudes and dreams. But, in a challenging 
call this week, the Scriptures demonstrate how we find God in the poorest, the weakest and 
the most vulnerable among us, and how as we work for justice and mercy, we participate in 
God’s reign and God’s life. There is no division between justice and worship, between 
ministry and liturgy, in the Gospel. And so we are called to embrace a vibrant relationship 
with God that is manifest and experienced in a vibrant interaction with the world. 

May we find God not just in our sanctuaries this week, but also in the world we enter into as 
we live through the week. 

READINGS: 
Micah 6:1-8: God challenges God’s people regarding their tiring of God, and calls them to 
love mercy, do justice and walk with God in humility. 

Psalm 15: Those who are true worshipers, who may enter God’s presence, are the ones who 
live with consideration and compassion for their neighbours, and with justice and integrity. 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31: God is not known through the wisdom and power of this world, but 
in the foolishness of the cross, which, to those who believe, is the wisdom and power of 
God. In this cross alone do we boast. 

Matthew 5:1-12: Jesus teaches his disciples that those who are poor, mourning, pure in 
heart, working for peace, desperate for justice and persecuted for following Christ are the 
ones God blesses. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
This week we get a glimpse into God’s longings and the ‘workings’ of God’s heart. God longs 
for us to know God and be in intimate relationship with God – as shown by Micah’s 
challenge and the Psalmist’s question, by Paul’s reflection and Jesus’ teaching – all of which 
show us God’s longing to have us in God’s presence (Psalm 15), to bless us (Matthew), to be 
walking with us (Micah), and to be known by us (Corinthians). But, what also stands out is 
that knowing and being in relationship with God is not done in ways that make sense from a 
human perspective – individualist spirituality, self-protection and using material gain, 
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personal satisfaction, power and human wisdom as measures of God’s blessing. Rather, God 
is known and encountered in our following of Christ into different values, different 
interactions with others and different ways of being in the world. Sacrifice, justice, 
compassion and integrity – these are the doorways to God’s presence, the crosses in which 
we know Christ and the places in which we discover God’s presence and blessing. It’s time – 
these verses seem to say – that we move away from the dualistic spirituality that makes 
worship and social action separate, that makes God’s presence and the work of justice 
separate and that leaves us hoping for evacuation to another world, while this world suffers 
and dies. It is time that our worship leads us into lives of justice and transformation, and 
that it teaches us to encounter God in the least and most vulnerable in our world. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
Global Application: 
What Brian McLaren calls “evacuation theology” – the belief that this life is just a testing 
ground for another, better world, and that faith is about separation from this world and its 
issues in order to be ready for this other world – is a deeply destructive influence in our 
world. In such a theology, it makes sense to hate and kill those who believe differently, 
because they are a threat to our purity, and therefore to our attaining this other world 
(even as ‘they’ seek to kill us for the same reasons). In such a theology, it makes sense to 
use up the planet, and care little for the impact of our consumption of its resources, 
because it will all be ultimately be destroyed anyway. In such a theology, the poor, the sick 
and the marginalised are ‘unclean’ and deserving of their disadvantaged lot in life, because 
we know the ‘blessing’ of God that comes from being pure and righteous and separate from 
sin. This theology is not the message of Jesus’ Gospel. If our world is to become more whole, 
and if the injustice and inequity in our world is to be addressed, we desperately need to 
revisit the Bible’s teaching about what God requires and what Jesus actually taught. And as 
we look again at the Gospel, we discover that God is found in working for justice, in caring 
for the least and in opposing forces of violence, destruction, materialism, greed, and power. 
Let us revisit the cross, and embrace again it’s call to be powerless fools in the name of 
Christ, bringing justice and compassion wherever we may find the opportunity. 

Local Application: 
The idea of obeying a few laws, and keeping ourselves pure, while enjoying ‘blessing’ until 
we get to bliss in the afterlife is deeply attractive, and a very popular spiritual creed in our 
word today. It demands little from us in the way of sacrifice, discomfort or even change. 
Rather, our collusion in the world’s corrupt systems is sanctified by our theology, and our 
worship becomes little more than a regular personal ‘pick-me-up’ that feels good, and gives 
a diluted and unreal sense of connection with God. It is no wonder that this ‘Gospel’ has 
grown so popular in our world. But, for those who genuinely long for a real encounter with 
God, and who believe that the Gospel is more than just a personal ticket to paradise in the 
next life, such a spirituality will always be found wanting. In fact, for any human being who 
risks looking within their own heart, such Christianity will always leave us longing for more – 
because we are wired to want true intimacy with God, and genuine connection to God’s 
purposes and reign. It is to this longing that this week’s readings speak. God is found when 
our lives are overtaken by the Gospel, and when all that we do and think and say is inspired 
and empowered by the cross. This will inevitably lead us to stand alongside the poor, the 
excluded and the hurting in our communities and churches, seeking to bring them to the top 



of our agendas, because it is in them that we encounter God, and it is in working for justice 
that heaven begins to manifest on earth. The challenge is whether we have the courage to 
commit to both a real and transforming relationship with God, and a life of loving sacrifice in 
the service of God’s reign and the poor for which it is Good News. So, in what ways does 
your worship connect with the work of justice in your context? And in what ways does the 
work of justice lead you into deeper, more real and transforming worship? 

 

 

 


