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February 2023 

You Are The Light Of The World 

‘What sort of community would be 
required to support an ethic of 
nonviolence, marital fidelity, forgiveness, 
and hope such as the one sketched by 
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount?’  This 
is the question posed by Stanley 
Hauerwas and Will Willimon in their 
book Resident Aliens. 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is that 
section of Jesus’ teaching, found in 
chapters 5-7 of the Gospel according to 
Matthew, in which Jesus lays out the 
ethics that define the Christian 
community.  It also happens to be our 
Gospel reading over the next few weeks 
until Lent begins n February 22. 
 

Here we will hear again words that we 
know well: ‘Blessed are the poor in 
Spirit’; ‘You have heard that it was said, 
“You shall love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy.  But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you’; and, ‘You are the light of 
the world.  A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid.’ 
 
Often, in reading the Sermon on the 
Mount, we might be overcome by the 
sheer difficulty of the ethic it asks of us.  
And indeed, this teaching of Jesus calls 
us to live differently to the world around 
us.  As Jason Micheli writes: 
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‘By calling forth followers out of the 
crowd, Jesus is creating an alternative 
community, a witnessing minority – a 
light to the nations, as Jesus puts it in 
the sermon – whose way of life in the 
world will augur the world that is still 
but is nevertheless surely to come. 
 
It's a politics. 
 
The community of discipleship is Christ’s 
politics.’ 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is a reminder 
that our sanctuary is an embassy of a 
foreign empire, and we are citizens of 
the Kingdom of God. 
 
Yet, it is precisely this that is the good 
news.  Because, just as we are starting 
to fear that this ethic is impossible for 
ordinary people like us, Jesus reminds us 
that this ethic cannot be obtained by 
individuals alone.  Only in community 
can we hope to live into the vision of 
discipleship to which Jesus calls us. 
 
Which again asks of us the question, 
‘What sort of community would be 
required to support an ethic of non-
violence, marital fidelity, forgiveness, 
and hope such as the one sketched by 
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount?’ 
What kind of community is Jesus calling 
us to be? 
 
 

Pastoral Drop-In 
 
This year, I’m seeking to have a regular 
time available in which people can 
‘drop-in’ unannounced for a cuppa and 
conversation (in addition to any pastoral 
visiting I might do).  All being well, these 
times will only be affected if I am on 
leave, sick, or need to lead a funeral. 
 
In Crookwell, my regular ‘drop-in’ time 
will be on the first and third Wednesday 
afternoon of each month in Welcome – 
the Christian Bookshop from 1-4pm.  In 
February this means I will be available 
on February 1st and February 15th. 
 
In addition, I will have a regular time 
available in Goulburn on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each month from 
9:30am-12pm, at the Red Dove (the 
office at the front of the Wesley Centre 
on Goldsmith St).  My Goulburn dates 
for February will be February 13th and 
February 27th.  If you are in Goulburn for 
shopping or medical appointments, feel 
free to drop in during this time as well. 
 
My day off this year will be Saturdays 
(when I am only available for 
emergencies such as death).  On 
Sundays to Fridays I can be reached on 
my mobile 0432 648 676. 
 
Finally, Ecumenical Lenten Bible Studies 
are likely to begin on Ash Wednesday, 
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22nd February.  I am just waiting to hear 
details from sr. Rosemary. 
 
I look forward to what God will unfold 
among us this year as we continue in our 
mission of Witnessing to God’s love for 
the world from the Main Street to the 
Paddock. 
  
 
Yours in Christ 

- Daniel 
 

 

You’re Invited! 

Grace Community Church has a number of 

activities planned in 2023 that will continue 

their good work across Goulburn and 

Crookwell.  You are invited to attend the 

following meetings: 

Supper Church 

Come along to an intimate faith community 

meeting each Monday from 7:30pm via 

Zoom.  The link is (XXXXX) 

The Den 

The Den is a board gaming faith community 

which meets at the Wesley Centre in 

Goulburn from 6:30pm on the second and 

fourth Friday of each month. 

We hope to see you there. 

Lenten Bible Study 

February 22, 2023 marks the beginning of 

Lent.  This year, we will again be providing a 

Lenten Bible Study which will rotate 

between Crookwell Uniting, St Mary’s and 

St Bartholomew’s. 

The start date for the study group will be 

February 22.  The time and location for the 

initial meeting will be advised shortly. 

____________________________________ 

Church Council Update 

The end of 2022 saw the retirement of Gill 

Aynsley and Margaret Gay from our Church 

Council.  Gill and Margaret both served on 

Church Council for several years in a variety 

of roles.  The congregation thanks them for 

their dedication and service. 

Church Council has undergone some further 

changes during 2022, and currently has two 

vacancies.  The other members are Denise 

Moorby (Chair), Kira Moorby (Secretary), 

Barry Jamieson (Treasurer and Property), 

Phyllis Laverty, Barbara Doyle and Daniel 

Mossfield. 

Church Council continues to meet 

periodically, and in 2023 will help oversee 

the ongoing work towards establishing a 

child care centre, while continuing to bring 

continuity and growth to our community. 
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Worship & Readings 

Sunday 5 February  

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: Isaiah 58:1-9, Psalm 112:1-9, 1 

Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 

 

 

Sunday 12 February 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 

119:1-8, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-

37 

 

 

Sunday 19 February 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2, 2 Peter 

1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 

 

 

Sunday 26 February 

9:00 Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7, Psalm 32, 

Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11 

 

 

Pastoral Drop-In 

Come and join Daniel for a cuppa and 

conversation during the new ‘drop-in’ times 

at Crookwell and Goulburn. 

Daniel will be available at the Welcome 

Christian Bookshop on the first and third 

Wednesdays of each month from 1-4pm.   

Centre in Goulburn on the second and 

fourth Monday from 9:30am-12pm. 

February Dates 

Crookwell 

February 1st 

February 15th 

 

Goulburn 

 

February 13th 

February 27th 

___________________________________ 

Theology For Life 

Uniting Church is offering courses at various 

levels in enriching faith, deepening 

discipleship, and transforming leadership. 

The Church, through their United 

Theological College offers certificates, 

diplomas and degrees. 

More information is available at 

www.utc.edu.au or by calling 8838 8900. 
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