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CROOKWELL UNITING CHURCH 

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known” 

 

HOME PRAYER PACK FOR NOVEMBER 2022 

 

As we continue to worship from home, please find enclosed materials to assist.   

 

If you are unsure where to start, perhaps the following is a useful guide (with thanks to A 

Sermon For Every Sunday): 

• If you are with your spouse, partner, and/or family, gather around a table.  If you are 

on your own, find a place that is quiet and comfortable. 

• Light a candle to symbolise the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that you are entering 

sacred time. 

• Start with a simple opening prayer, acknowledging that Jesus promised to come to 

wherever people gathered in His name. 

• Read through the weekly readings, as outlined in our newsletter.  If in a group, take 

turns on reading out loud to the group. 

• Follow up with a discussion based on the readings.   

• Enter into a time of prayer.  This can be as simple as “What am I thankful for?” and 

“What am I concerned about?” 

 

If you need a bible at home, please call the church on 4832 1026, and one can be provided.  

If you are interested, Songs of Praise airs on ABC TV at 2:30pm each Sunday, and can also be 

watched any time at https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016 

 

Stay safe.  God bless. 

 

https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016


November 6, 2022 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

 

This week we return to a central pillar of our faith, and one that must inform all that we do 
as we seek to follow Christ – the idea that life is eternal, that God saves, and that 
resurrection emerges from death. This is, of course, more than just an idea, but is a lived 
experience as we face death in all its forms and manifestations in our world, and as we cling 
to the hope that the Gospel offers us. Without the hope of life, of resurrection, it is pretty 
much impossible to remain committed and effective in dreaming of and working towards a 
more peaceful and just world. 

May we be filled and empowered again by resurrection life in our worship this week. 

 

READINGS: 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9: God comforts the returning exiles as they grieve the loss of former glory, 
and face the reality of a new, simpler, less prosperous and glamorous life. God’s presence is 
assured, and a promise of future glory is offered as comfort and inspiration. 
OR Job 19:23-27a: Job affirms his faith that God will ultimately defend, justify and restore 
him, in spite of the accusations of his friends. 

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21: God is worthy of praise, fair and faithful, and always near to, and 
protective of, those who love and trust God. 
OR Psalm 98: A song of praise inviting all creation to celebrate God’s salvation and mercy. 
OR Psalm 17:1-9: A prayer for God’s protection and justification based on the innocence and 
obdeience of the one praying. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17: Paul addresses the rumour-mongering and fear of the church, 
assuring them of God’s love and salvation, and their secure hope in Christ. 

Luke 20:27-38: Jesus is confronted by the Sadducees about life after death, using the story 
of a woman who, through Levirate marriage, is married to seven brothers consecutively. He 
responds with an affirmation of resurrection, proclaiming that God is the God of he living, 
not of the dead. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
Although the passages this week appear to be completely unrelated, there is, nevertheless, 
a thread that runs through all of the readings. In the face of difficulties – exile, persecution, 
and even death – God gives God’s people the assurance of God’s protection and salvation. 
The returning exiles are assured that God is with them and will restore their temple beyond 
its former glory (which, historically, motivated them to continue working on the temple for 
centuries!). Job, in the face of his accusers, pleads his innocence and affirms his faith in 
God’s justification and restoration. The Psalmists celebrate God’s mercy and salvation and 
plead, in faith, for God’s deliverance. Paul reassures the Thessalonian church that they have 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Haggai%201:15b-2:9&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2019:23-27a&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20145:1-5,%2017-21&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2098&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2017:1-9&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202:1-5,%2013-17&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2020:27-38&version=CEB


not been abandoned or left behind by God, but are guaranteed God’s love and a place in 
God’s eternal realm. Finally, Jesus, in the face of the Sadducees’ taunts, reaffirms the 
resurrection, and that even in death we are not separated from God and God’s life. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION: While the promise of an afterlife has sometimes been used as an 
excuse for oppression or a reason to keep away from engagement in justice issues in the 
world, the truth is that the hope we have in Christ is more often a motivator to work toward 
that hope in this life. If our work to bring about a more peaceful, equitable society has no 
hope of success – which is the case if it depends only on us – then we will ultimately find 
ourselves growing cynical and disheartened, and falling into a “if you can’t beat them, join 
them” view. If, however, we can nurture our faith in God’s purposes, God’s life and God’s 
resurrection, we find hope. Our efforts are not ours alone, but are inspired and empowered 
by God’s Spirit, and at some point – even if only in a distant future – the work we do now 
will result in the world of which we dream. And, further, the life we live and to which we 
contribute now, lives on beyond the grave. So, what we do does matter, and every small act 
of mercy, compassion and defense of the most vulnerable is a manifestation of God’s life. 
We are participants in God’s work of resurrecting the universe! Once we allow this truth to 
sink into our souls, we begin to engage the world’s systems from a different, less desperate, 
more confident and compassionate place. Ultimately, in all of the world’s most effective 
activists this irrepressible hope is visible. As followers of Christ, how much more should this 
hope characterise us? 

LOCAL APPLICATION: It takes tremendous courage and faith to live an alternative set of 
values and practices from the people around us. Unfortunately, though, our world has 
somehow become captured by short-term, expedient values – the quarterly report, the next 
new product or experience, the quick gratification. Long term hope, and the commitment to 
work and wait for the greater good are somehow seen as quaint but outdated ways of 
living. In our churches we can fall into exactly the same trap – measuring our success by 
numbers, money, buildings, new fashions, new trends and new equipment. When this 
happens, our message is lost, and the call for justice is silenced. When we renew our faith in 
the eternal, in the unending life of God, and in our hope of resurrection, all sorts of things 
change. We begin to view the world and its history through the lens of God’s reign, and the 
wide sweep of salvation history, rather than just the immediate moment. We begin to work 
for a better world, even though we may never see the fulfilment of our dreams ourselves. 
We grow in our commitment to make short term sacrifices in favour of long term justice and 
peace. Ultimately this faith enables us to change what we drive and how we use energy – 
even though it may be less convenient – to protect our planet. It enables us to give up our 
short term needs and hurts in favour of long term relationship building – even with those 
we may consider enemies. It enables us to sacrifice some of our own comfort in the short 
term – to buy less, consume less and throw away less – in order to ensure that there is 
enough to go around, and that what we use is justly and fairly sourced and produced. Hope 
in the resurrection – in God’s eternal gift of life and salvation – really does inspire us to live 
differently, if we will only allow it to capture our hearts and souls 

 



November 13, 2022 
John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 
 
It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the evil and suffering in the world. It is also easy to be 
overwhelmed by the grand scope and challenge of the Gospel and its vision of a restored 
world. But, in the midst of these two overwhelming realities is a simple, but powerful 
response – the contribution that is made by a life of daily discipline and faithfulness to what 
is right. Such small contributions, when put together, make a significant difference in the big 
scheme of things. Again, it’s not the first time the lectionary has challenged us in this way, 
but it is an important message as we seek to live out our faith in practical ways that do offer 
value to others. 

May we be inspired to continue our small, faithful acts of following Christ through this 
week’s worship. 

 

READINGS: 
Isaiah 65:17-25: Isaiah’s vision of a new heaven and new earth, a place where God dwells, 
and where all people enjoy prosperity, health, well-being and long life. 
OR Malachi 4:1-2: Evil and arrogant people will be destroyed like straw burned in a furnace, 
but for those who love and fear God, the “Sun of Righteousness” rises as healer and 
liberator. 

Isaiah 12: A promise that a time is coming when God’s people will call on God and be 
delivered, when they will praise God for God’s goodness and mighty acts on their behalf, 
and when they will publicise God’s praise to the world. 
OR Psalm 98: A song of praise inviting all creation to celebrate God’s salvation and mercy. 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13: Paul admonishes the believers to be disciplined, to concentrate on 
their own work and do it well, and to ensure that they do not grow tired of doing what is 
right. 

Luke 21:5-19: Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple, and warns his followers about 
the false messiahs, wars, and persecutions that they will have to face. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
In most of the readings this week, two themes seem to stand side by side. The first is the 
theme of evil, persecution and God’s judgement on wickedness. Malachi and Luke’s Gospel 
speak directly about this, and of how God protects God’s faithful ones through such 
turbulent times, while Isaiah 12 implies it. The second theme is that of restoration and of 
God’s final, peaceful, prosperous world, in which all people live in well-being and joy. Isaiah 
12 & 65 and Psalm 98 all describe this. These two themes complement each other in that 
they describe the working out of God’s salvation history in human affairs: evil and strife are 
at work in the world, and people who live according God’s alternative values are 
misunderstood and persecuted, but God’s reign continues to work, and to transform the 
world and its people into loving, peaceful and just men and women. This is not so much a 
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war between good and evil as it is the evolution of the world from chaos and immaturity 
into beauty, creativity and maturity in God’s gracious, compassionate purposes. In the 
middle of this grand cosmic scenario, Paul’s message to the Thessalonians appears prosaic 
and misplaced. However, when it comes down to it, the very thing that sustains us during 
the turbulent times, and that ultimately transforms worlds, is the committed, disciplined 
living of a good, responsible, practical life by people of faith. Simply by working each day 
faithfully and in goodness, God’s salvation and ‘shalom’ enters our world. Small 
contributions really do make a difference in the grand scheme of things. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION:  If we are to take the Gospel call to justice – to participating in Jesus’ 
saving mission – seriously, we cannot ignore the big global injustices that continue to harm 
people and our environment across the globe. It is significant and important that there are 
people and organisations that tackle these issues broadly and with geat influence and reach. 
As followers of Christ we do well to support them through our contributions, our support 
and adding our voice and presence to petitions, marches and legislative initiatives. However, 
it is equally important that we recognise the power of our daily decisions and actions to 
bring about significant change. When we commit to the discipline of conscious consumerism 
– buying only fair trade goods, and buying for usefulness and longevity, rather than fashion 
– we contribute significantly to justice in the world. When we eat mindfully, choosing only 
produce that is farmed and transported ethically and with care for the environment, and 
when we recycle, precycle and manage our waste carefully, we make a significant 
contribution to justice in the world. When we treat our neighbours respectfully, regardless 
of religion, ethnicity or immigration status, we contribute to justice in the world. When we 
joyfully, honestly and generously contribute our share to society through charitable giving 
and paying taxes, we contribute to justice in the world. When we love even those who 
might persecute or attack us, and when we work towards understanding and peace with our 
enemies, we contribute to justice in the world. All of these simple daily actions are part of 
what Paul calls “doing what is right”, and they are manifestations of God’s peaceful, 
prosperous reign. They are not always easy or comfortable, and sometimes they will even 
get us into trouble with those who defend the status quo and resist change, but they are, 
nevertheless, a genuine Gospel way of being and living. Of course, what I’m saying here is 
nothing new – and it’s not the first time the lectionary has approached God’s reign from this 
perspective this year. But, it’s often good to be reminded how our small, faithful, disciplined 
actions can make a big difference. 

LOCAL APPLICATION: Sometimes it’s easy to get caught up in the “big issues” of justice in 
our world, and forget that justice also needs to be worked out right on our own doorstep – 
as Mother Teresa so wisely put it: “we cannot all do great things, but we can do small things 
with great love”. In the past the church communities have sometimes become so focused 
on “overseas mission” that we have neglected the mission fields in our own 
neighbourhoods. We have sometimes been so concerned with fighting injustice “out there” 
that we have ignored the battered women, the neglected children, the abusive leaders and 
the exploitative practices in our own churches. As important as it is to work for justice in the 
world, and to contribute to the big issues, we must never forget the small, daily disciplines 
of worship, prophetic preaching, care and nurture that ensure that together we become 
more whole, peaceful and compassionate human beings. And as we care for the hurting, 



exploited and abused people among us, the healing and justice we bring is like a stone 
dropped into a pond – it sends ripples out into the world that make a big difference. So, 
perhaps a question to ask this week is this: how does our worship and our life together as a 
community of faith provide safety for those who are abused and under threat, provide 
community and belonging for those who are excluded and judged, and provide nurture and 
support for those who are in need of physical, emotional, mental or spiritual resources? 

 

 

November 20, 2022  

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 
 

As Year C closes this week, we are invited, once again, to celebrate the reign of Christ. The 
readings, though, make it impossible to get too triumphalist about it. The message is clear: 
this King is no power-monger, no tyrant, no self-aggrandising leader. Rather, Christ 
embodies what the Scriptures call the Good Shepherd to God’s people, the servant leader, 
the self-giving Messiah. This vision of God’s reign is both challenging and inspiring in a world 
where religions try to claim God’s kingdom for themselves, while warring on each other, and 
where power is all too often abused and hoarded. 

May we be challenged to live under the authority of the Servant King as we worship 
together this week. 

 

READINGS: 
Jeremiah 23:1-6: A prophecy of judgement on the unrighteous rulers of God’s people, and a 
promise of a new, righteous leader from David’s line. 

Luke 1:68-79: Zechariah’s song proclaiming God’s fulfiment of the promise tt send a 
righteous ruler from David’s line, and celebrating his son, John, as God’s prophet. 
OR Psalm 46: A celebration of God’s protection and shelter, God’s presence and awesome 
works, and a call to silent and humble recognition of who God is. 

Colossians 1:11-20: In Christ, who is supreme over all, and the visible image of God, we have 
been transferred from the realm of darkness into the realm of God’s reign. 

Luke 23:33-43: While dying on the cross, Jesus assures the penitent thief that he will be with 
him in paradise that day. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
This final week in Year C brings together two central aspects of Christ’s life and activity. On 
the one side there is the proclamation of Christ as the incarnation of God, the supreme ruler 
over, and creator of, all things. This transcendent vision of Christ (primarily from the 
Colossians reading) is reflected in the praise of Psalm 46 which proclaims God’s awesome 
works and concludes with the exhortation to “be still and know that I am God”. In a similar 
vein, Both Jeremiah and Zechariah proclaim the Coming One who is God’s righteous ruler, in 
the line of David, who will judge the unrighteous leaders of Israel and replace them with a 
just reign. The cross narrative from Luke 23, offers the other side of this reigning Messiah. 
God’s reign is most profoundly expressed and revealed through the cross. It is in the self-
giving, gracious, life-bringing act of dying that Jesus wins the nations and establishes God’s 
reign in the world. This is radically different Monarchy – and it is one that the world 
desperately longs for. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION: The celebration of the rulership of Christ is a significant one for our 
interaction with the world and its power systems. On the one hand it reminds us that no 
human power, however it may pride itself on military might, wealth or global influence, is 
truly in control of the world. All human empires ultimately fall. On the other hand, it 
reminds us that we are called to work within – and also in opposition to – the systems of 
this world to bring the values and justice of God’s reign into being in our human reality. This 
is a complex and difficult task, although an inspiring and rewarding one. It engages our best 
energies on all levels of our participation in society. In so far as we are involved on a 
national level – be it in some form of leadership, or simply through participating in 
processes like voting, petitioning and lobbying – we are called to be accountable to Christ’s 
standard of sacrificial, servant leadership, rejecting the corrupt leadership against which the 
prophets spoke. On a community level, our leadership in Church, in our neighbourhoods and 
cities, in our schools and organisations, must similarly reflect the leadership values of Christ. 
And on a personal level – in our conversations, in our families and homes and in the ethical 
and moral decisions we face, we are called to act as leaders – reflecting Christ’s reign in the 
way we live under Christ’s authority. In these ways, God’s reign begins to influence the 
affairs of the world through small, significant groups of people who are committed to living 
differently, and to reflecting Christ in every situation. Make no mistake, when God’s reign is 
revealed like this, it has a massive impact on power dynamics and justice issues on a global 
scale. 

LOCAL APPLICATION: At it’s most basic, the reign of God is manifest when those who, like 
the thief on the cross, recognise their brokenness and need to change, open themselves to 
the influence of Christ, and invite God to be the frame of reference for their lives. This does 
not just apply to those without faith, or those who have not made a conscious decision to 
follow Christ. It is a daily choice that must be made by all – especially those who are 
committed to the way of Christ. God’s reign will only be seen – Jesus will only be recognised 
as King – when we who are called by Christ’s name begin to live as true disciples, true 
followers of the sacrificial, life-giving Gospel. This requires two simple, but difficult, tasks to 
be undertaken. The first is to examine ourselves and our lives in the light of Christ’s teaching 
and example, allowing God’s Spirit to reveal where we still need to come under the 
rulership – the Lordship – of Christ. This must then lead us into a life of repentance and 
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change which allows Christ’s character to be revealed in us a little more each day. If our 
faith doesn’t change us, then we’re wasting our – and God’s – time. The second task is to 
allow the change which God’s reign brings to us to filter through everything we think and 
say and do. Every interaction, every decision, every moment and every place we find 
ourselves in must be submitted to the influence of Christ, and must be received as an 
opportunity to experience God’s reign in our lives, and to share the blessing of God’s reign 
with others. This is not about evangelism in the “tell them about Jesus” sense. It’s about 
turning our faith into a life-transforming practice, rather than just an intellectual assent to 
some ideas about God. Ultimately, for Christ to truly be Monarch in our world, Christ must 
be Monarch in individual lives in such a way that God’s peace and justice, God’s love and 
grace, constantly flow through God’s people into the world – one moment, one interaction 
and one step at a time. 

 

 

 

November 27, 2022  

Hannah Fremont-Brown, Church of Scotland 

This is the first Sunday of Advent, ushering us into a season of watching and waiting as we 
journey towards Christmas. For many, this Sunday holds a growing sense of anticipation. As 
the nights get longer and the days darker, we are invited to imagine what the coming of 
Christ's light means for the transformation of our world, by travelling with those anticipating 
Jesus' birth thousands of years ago. And yet, we do this carrying with us the experience of 
living in a world already transformed by Jesus' presence. We know what it means to live in a 
world where Christ's light has broken into the darkness. We hold anticipation and hope 
together as we step into the Advent season. 

Our services this week offer us the opportunity to open up the challenges of what it means 
to live in this in-between time. The lectionary readings set for this Sunday aren't the 
traditional passages of Christmas-tide that bring with them the warmth and familiarity of 
the season. They do, however, speak closely to this sense of anticipation. Exploring this 
theme introduces us to the Advent journey with an invitation to think about what it might 
mean for us to live differently in this season of waiting. 

So, as I approached today's readings, I asked: what is the bigger story we hear within these 
passages today? 

Each of these passages share a short snippet of a longer narrative, and looking at how they 
sit in this context brings insights into what they might mean for us today. As well as looking 
at the bigger biblical story they sit within, I often find it useful to ask: what's the bigger story 
of our world this week, as we come into worship and encounter these passages? In 
the Politics in the Pulpit podcast of the Joint Public Issues Team, each week we invite the 

https://jpit.uk/politicsinthepulpit


listener to open their bibles and their newspapers, and to look at them alongside one 
another. 

This Advent at the Joint Public Issues Team, we are focusing our reflections on poverty, 
beginning with the Magnificat of Mary and her proclamation that ‘God has filled the hungry 
with good things' (you can find these resources here on our website). We are particularly 
conscious that we enter this Advent amidst a narrative of financial challenge and poverty for 
so many people around the world. The cost of living crisis in the UK means that millions of 
families are at risk of going cold and hungry this winter. Many churches have been forced to 
open ‘warm banks', spaces where the heating will be on and company will be offered, for 
those left isolated and without options by the rising price of fuel and food. Around the 
world, this is a narrative which has been ongoing for so many. Famine in the Horn of Africa 
has placed as many as 22 million people at risk of starvation. Extreme flooding in 
Bangladesh has ravaged communities, and other climate induced disasters in the Pacific 
Islands, Puerto Rico and many other places have left so many without a sense of future. 

The story in our communities this Advent, both local and global may well be one of 
darkness, and a difficulty to see the light. In this context, how do we usher in Advent with 
the words of Mary, that God 'has filled the hungry with good things'? How do we anticipate 
that the coming of Christ's light in the darkness will transform the world? 

You're invited to hold all of these challenges with you as we encounter this week's 
lectionary texts, and consider how today's bigger narrative offers us the chance to be good 
news in the world today. 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

This passage seems like the story of a great coming together, where ‘all the nations' gather 
to travel to God's house. It's a scene set in an imagined future, rather than the present – 
that ‘in the days to come', this vision of togetherness might be fulfilled. This coming 
together does not seem to mean the absorption of all people into one, but that many 
groups, each bringing their distinctiveness, might gather as ‘many peoples' and ‘nations'. 
Crucially, underpinning all of this is peace. In the often quoted final lines of the passage, the 
things of war are transformed into tools for prosperity – that the nations may come 
together to steward creation (their first calling), not to harm one another. When read in 
isolation, the passage paints an idyllic picture of ascension – that God's people will journey 
towards God's kingdom, raised up into peace and unity. 

All of this is contrasted, however, by what has come before. In the opening chapter of 
Isaiah, the picture could not be any more different. Instead of prophesying peace, the 
people of Israel have war, death and destruction cast over them. It is their sinfulness that is 
blamed – that they have not been faithful to God, and this is the consequence. Whilst 
devastating, perhaps these apocalyptic scenes didn't feel so distant to the intended reader. 
For Israel lived in a world where war was a fact of life. Conflict, rather than its absence was 
the norm. 
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Whereas perhaps Isaiah 2 doesn't sting with quite such an unrealistic tone to listeners 
today, to the people of Israel it may have sounded utopian. The prophetic call of Isaiah 2, 
therefore, becomes a calling of the imagination. In the midst of war and devastation, the 
people of Israel are called to thinking beyond what surrounds them and believe that there is 
hope for change in God's kingdom. The message becomes that God promises the genuine 
hope of restoration. In God's mercy, the devastation of Isaiah 1 does not have the final 
word. 

What is beyond the imaginable for us in today's world? Perhaps the war in Ukraine 
resonates with the scenes of devastation in Isaiah 1. Often, the conflict between nations in 
the Middle East, leaving so many without food, shelter and safety, feels like a battle 
between peoples that will never cease. How are we invited to think beyond the imaginable, 
and trust in the hope of restoration? 

Psalm 122 

Psalm 122 offers another vision of the coming of God's kingdom. Similarly to Isaiah 2, the 
writer imagines a journey to the ‘house of the Lord', where they see a vision of the new 
Jerusalem. Again, peace is a key quality which underpins the city. Here, we get more of a 
sense of what this peace looks like. In verse 6, the Psalmist prays for the peace of Jerusalem, 
praying for it to prosper, to have security, and for the relationships between people. Peace 
is about more than just the absence of war – it is about the flourishing welfare of the city 
community. The writer moves between praying for peace for the structure of the town – its 
walls and towers – and the people – ‘those who love you', and their relatives and friends. It 
is both of these things that will be affected by the flourishing of peace. 

We see more elsewhere in the passage about what the flourishing of peace will look like – 
once again, we see multiple ‘tribes' gathering together to go up to the house of the Lord, 
not absorbed into one people but ‘bound firmly together' in the midst of their difference. 
There is a tone of collaboration, a sense of collective. This unity is a quality of the redeemed 
kingdom. These relationships between people are the life that runs through the city – in the 
final verse, the writer says: ‘For the sake of the house of Lord our God, I will seek your good'. 
This stands out – the writer is appealing to the other, recognising that their flourishing is 
mutual. To seek the good of the other is a calling of the redeemed kingdom. Together we 
live, and together we thrive. 

The sense of collaboration and unity in this psalm feels like its distinctive quality. Read 
alongside Isaiah's vision of the house of the Lord, we get a deeper sense of what the 
redeemed kingdom means for God's people. The psalm takes a step forward from Isaiah's 
prophesy to suggest that not only is the safety and security of the people changed by the 
presence of peace, but so are their relationships. We too are affected by the transformation 
of God's kingdom, to be people who practice peace. 

What does a vision of restored relationships look like today? The climate crisis binds us into 
relationship with people thousands of miles away, as our choices affect their livelihoods. In 
our local communities, what would it mean this winter to acknowledge that our neighbours 
might not be able to turn on the heating, whilst we sit warm at home? 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=531183385


Romans 13:11-14 

This passage from Romans comes in the middle of a section explaining what ‘new life in 
Christ' might look like for Jesus' followers in the early Church. Instead of anticipating the 
arrival of salvation – as the Old Testament passages do – here we find God's people living in 
a world where salvation has come, in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
writer reminds them of this: ‘you know what time it is'. Instead, these verses are particularly 
concerned with what it means to live differently in the knowledge of salvation, and 
anticipation of Jesus' coming again. 

The early Church is called to ‘wake from sleep', to be alert to what is going on in the world 
around them. The writer uses the motif of light and dark to depict the contrast between 
how we have lived, and how we should live in anticipation of the coming kingdom. The 
Church is positioned on the threshold of night and day – the time in between times. Even in 
the midst of the night, they know that the dawn is coming. In response, they are called to 
‘put on the armour of light' – that even in the darkness, their lives might reflect the 
knowledge of the coming day. Similarly, they are called to ‘put on the Lord Jesus Christ', an 
invitation reminiscent of baptism (Galatians 3:27). In this, the life of Christ is posited as the 
armour of light – the tools we need to live differently in anticipation of the coming kingdom 
can be found in Jesus' actions, choices and priorities. Looking to Christ will equip us to live 
‘honourably as in the day'. 

This passage deals with eschatological themes, but it is not an invitation to leave the world 
behind as we do so. Its sight is not fixed on the world to come, but the one we are in now – 
the in-between times, where we anticipate the light, but stand on the threshold of night 
turning to day. It calls Jesus' followers to live differently, to bear the light even in the 
darkness. 

What does it look like for us today to bear the light of God's kingdom? How might we live 
differently, that we might reflect the life on offer to all? In a winter where many are too 
scared of sky-rocketing energy bills to turn on the lights in their home, many still live in the 
darkness. How might we put on the armour of light, reflecting Jesus' life, and stand in the 
midst of the challenges this presents? 

Matthew 24:36-44 

In the Gospel reading for today, once again it is the coming kingdom which is called into 
focus. This time, the key theme is preparedness. In the passage, Jesus says that the coming 
of the Son of Man will be unexpected and sudden, so we should be prepared. The passage is 
set in the wider context of Jesus speaking about ‘the end of the age', and the signs that the 
kingdom is coming once again. 

The invitation is once again to live differently in light of the coming kingdom. Much as the 
passage from Romans urges, Jesus' followers are called to ‘keep awake', to stay alert to the 
world around them as they live. The scenes Jesus paints are very domestic – everyday life 
continues, and yet in the midst of them the kingdom is to arrive. This suggests that it is 
amongst the everyday of our lives that we might catch glimpses of the kingdom to come. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=531183418
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=531183441


These verses say very little about what this kind of preparedness looks like, but the three 
parables following these verses give us some indication. The parable of the faithful or 
unfaithful slave, the parable of the ten bridesmaids and the parable of the talents each 
speak to similar themes of good stewardship of resources. Each says something about 
planning ahead, and doing good with the resources with which we are entrusted. Like most 
parables they say this in a somewhat cryptic fashion, and it's hard to ignore that in each – 
and in the passages set here – there is a clear sense of right and wrong choices, and even of 
punishment for those who are not alert to God's coming. 

Once again, the overarching theme of these verses is a calling to live differently in 
anticipation of the things to come. Jesus' followers are not simply to conform to what has 
been, but to shape their lives to reflect the hope of things to come. 

What does keeping awake to the world around us look like today? In the everyday tasks of 
life, how might we remain alert to God's presence? In the light of the climate crisis, how 
might keeping awake look like careful and conscious stewardship of the resources with 
which we have been entrusted? 


