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  Crookwell Uniting Church 

“To Know Christ and Make Christ Known” 

Witnessing to God’s love for the world  

From the main street to the paddock. 

 

March 2022 

The Season of Lent 

As I write this, Russian troops continue to 
advance into Ukraine, the Taliban is locking 
down Kabul in a search for those who 
would oppose its rule, and South-East 
Queensland and North-East New South 
Wales are experiencing historic flooding 
never seen before. 
 
And this week, on Ash Wednesday, we the 
Church are confronted with the words, 
‘Remember you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return’ (Genesis 3:19). 
 
Fear of our mortality – fear of death – 
drives we humans to horrible things.  We 
use fear of death to justify war and 
territorial expansion; the silencing of 
political opposition; and destroying nature 
and neighbour alike through the hoarding 
of resources. 

And not only do we threaten our 
neighbours’ lives, in the hope that we save 
our own, but we end up jeopardizing their 
souls as well. 
 

 
 
United Methodist Paster, Jason Micheli, has 
reflected this week that: 
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‘Scripture says not only that we’re made in 
God’s image generally but that we’re made 
in Christ’s image.  Therefore, understand 
theologically, the one who takes life is the 
one who loses their humanity.  By forcing 
Ukrainians, civilians – school teachers and 
pastors and young mothers – to take up 
arms, the would be usurpers force them to 
make a sacrifice more significant even than 
of their lives.  They’re robbing them of their 
share of the imago dei.’ 
(https://jasonmicheli.substack.com/p/the-
sacrice-of-war) 
 
As we enter into the season of Lent, we 
come in full confession that the way the 
world is, is not the way the world has to be 
– and that we have contributed to it being 
so. 
 
Yet, in making this confession, the Church 
also becomes an eternal witness that all is 
not lost.  That the end has not come.  That 
God is still moving in the world. 
 

 
 
 
 

One of the places I found hope this week 
was in footage of a Zoom meeting held 
between Russians and Ukrainian Christians.  
They gathered together online to pray for 
peace, and seek absolution for the sins 
being committed in their names by 
powerful men who think they can outrun 
their own deaths.  These Christians have 
declared their solidarity to each other, and 
to Christ, rather than to their nations or 
governments. 
 

 
 
They have become a powerful witness. 
 
In a world that is hurting right now, how 
might our Church community also become 
such a witness to our local communities, 
that Christ is at work in the world, and the 
dear of death need no longer define us. 
 
For we are dust – breathed with the very 
Spirit of God – and promised the hope of 
resurrection life. 

- Daniel 
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Worship & Readings 

 

Please note that services will begin at 9:30 

am as we share resources with Goulburn. 
 

Sunday 6 March 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 

91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13 

 

 

Sunday 13 March 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

  

Readings: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; 

Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 

 

 

Sunday 20 March 

9:30am Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

Including the baptism of 

Poppy Clements 

 2:30pm Jerrara 

 

Readings:  Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 

Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 27 March 

9:30 Crookwell and 

crookwelluniting.org 

 

Readings:  Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 

Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

 

 

Calling for Volunteers 

We are looking to re-open the Welcome 

book shop by the end of March.  To do so, 

we require some volunteers to assist in the 

shop. 

If you can spare some time each week, and 

would like to help, please see Daniel. 
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World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 4 is World Day of Prayer.  

There will be a service at St Mary’s Church 

in Crookwell, beginning at 10:30 am. 

The World Day of Prayer began in the USA 

in 1887, and is now an international event, 

with over 170 nations participating. 

This year’s event is hosted by England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland.  The theme is 

“I know the plans I have for you,” a 

reference to God’s plans for his people in 

exile in Babylon, as told in Jeremiah 29:11. 

It is an invitation to place our trust in God in 

times of suffering and uncertainty over how 

to respond. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

Fellowship Fundraiser 

Adult Fellowship is having a special 

fundraising morning on Saturday, April 2. 

 

Tickets will be on sale at the Amenities 

Block and in front of the IGA.  First prize is a 

load of wood and second prize is an IGA 

voucher. 

 

Any volunteers to assist with the sale of 

tickets would be welcome. 

 

 

Lenten Bible Study 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, 

Lenten Bible Study programme, titled 

Remember will begin on Ash Wednesday, 

March 2nd. 

The first sessions will be held at 7pm at St 

Mary’s Church, Crookwell.  If you would like 

further information, please see Daniel. 
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