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CROOKWELL UNITING CHURCH 

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known” 

 

HOME PRAYER PACK FOR FEBRUARY 2022 

 

As we continue to worship from home, please find enclosed materials to assist.   

 

If you are unsure where to start, perhaps the following is a useful guide (with thanks to A 

Sermon For Every Sunday): 

• If you are with your spouse, partner, and/or family, gather around a table.  If you are 

on your own, find a place that is quiet and comfortable. 

• Light a candle to symbolise the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that you are entering 

sacred time. 

• Start with a simple opening prayer, acknowledging that Jesus promised to come to 

wherever people gathered in His name. 

• Read through the weekly readings, as outlined in our newsletter.  If in a group, take 

turns on reading out loud to the group. 

• Follow up with a discussion based on the readings.   

• Enter into a time of prayer.  This can be as simple as “What am I thankful for?” and 

“What am I concerned about?” 

 

If you need a bible at home, please call the church on 4832 1026, and one can be provided.  

If you are interested, Songs of Praise airs on ABC TV at 2:30pm each Sunday, and can also be 

watched any time at https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016 

 

We are still the Church. 

Stay safe.  God bless. 

https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016


 

February 6, 2021 

Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

After last week, in which the wonderful “yes” of God was explored alongside the challenging 
“no”, the Lectionary now challenges us to decide what to do with God’s invitational and 
confrontational grace. On the one hand we are called to receive this grace in our own lives, 
and enjoy the freedom it brings. On the other hand we are challenged to become 
participants in God’s gracious work as God calls us to follow God’s alternative way of being 
and share that way with those around us. 

 May our worship this week challenge us to receive both Go’s grace and God’s call to be 
agents of that grace in the world. 

READINGS: 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13): In the year King Uzziah Dies, Isaiah has a vision of God’s glory in the 
temple, where he is cleansed and he responds to God’s call. Then God tells him to say to the 
people that they won’t learn or understand. When he asks how long this will be for, God 
answers that it will continue until the country is a wasteland, but that Israel’s stump will be 
a holy seed. 

 Psalm 138: The Psalmist praises God for God’s love and faithfulness, and God’s promises, 
declaring that all the kings of the earth will praise God, for God is great. In the Psalmist’s 
troubles God protects from enemies and will work out God’s plans for the Psalmist’s life. 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-11: Paul reminds the believers of the Good News that Jesus died, was 
buried, and was raised from the dead on the third day. He was seen by Peter, and the 
twelve, and by over 500 followers. He was also seen by Paul, who considers himself the least 
of the apostles. He declares that he is what he is by the grace of God. 

 Luke 5:1-11: Jesus preaches on the shore of the Sea of Galilee and when the crowds press 
in on him, he steps into a boat and asks Peter to put out from the shore a little. Then he tells 
Peter to go out and drop his nets to catch fish. Peter complains that the disciples have 
worked all night and caught nothing, but he agrees to go anyway. When they catch a great 
catch, Peter responds in repentance, and Jesus calls him to follow. So Peter, James and John 
leave their nets and follow Jesus. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 

In all of this week’s readings there are two strong themes that emerge. The first is that God 
calls women and men to follow God’s alternative way of being, and to share the Gospel with 
others. In Isaiah, we read the famous call story. The Psalmist is confident that God will work 
out God’s plans in the Psalmist’s life. Paul reminds the Corinthian believers both of the 
Gospel that has been preached to them, and of Paul’s own calling in sharing that message. 
And in the Gospel reading from Luke, Peter has his life-changing encounter with Jesus in 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+138&version=CEB
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which he is called to become a “fisher of people”. The second theme that stands alongside 
this one is that of grace. Isaiah’s message is not a comfortable or particularly comforting 
one, but it does include an assurance of God’s mercy and grace. The Psalmist praises God 
for God’s gracious promises, and trusts in God’s grace to save the Psalmist. Paul proclaims 
very strongly his conviction that he is what he is only because of God’s grace, and even in 
Peter’s call there is the awareness in Peter of his unworthiness, and yet the wonderful grace 
of Jesus as he basically ignores Peter’s confession and calls him into service. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 

Global Application: 

The question of call is not an insignificant one in our world today. In any sectors of the 
Church, God’s call I understood in terms of globally dominating the world with the Christian 
religion. Many followers of Jesus believe that to “save the world” means to convert 
everyone to Christianity in order to save them from an eternity in hell. This, we are told, is 
what grace is all about. Yet, while for some people this call has brought a new sense of life, 
hope and wholeness, for many others it has been very destructive. Religious conflict has 
been a feature of human existence for far too long. Religious pride has often led to those 
who are different from “us” being ostracised, judged, or even physically harmed. Essentially 
this is a view of both grace and God’s call that is far too narrow, and far too human in its 
values and directives. As we read these passages we find that God’s grace is not about 
domination, but service. It is not about getting people to become part of a specific religion, 
but about modelling an alternative, sustainable, loving, serving way of life and inviting – not 
coercing – others to join this way of being for the betterment of the entire world. It id less 
about “saving the world” and more about inviting those around us, whomever they may be 
and whatever they may believe, into a way that ensures a better and more sustainable life 
for all – including our future children. God’s grace is revealed in God’s deep concern for the 
very real challenges of our world, and God’s grace is revealed in the way God chooses to 
actively work in this world, calling us to become co-creators with God of a world that 
continues to evolve into greater beauty, deeper truth, and stronger goodness. 

  

Local Application: 

Looking at trends in the global Church today, one could be forgiven for thinking that the 
primary calling and mission of any local church is to maintain and grow that church. And 
growth is defined by bigger buildings, more people in worship services, and more money in 
the bank. Success in ministry is often defined by how well those who are “called” perform 
against these three metrics. Evangelism, then, becomes about getting people to come to 
church, not about inviting them to embrace the alternative way of Jesus. Worship becomes 
about creating an attractive performance each week so that people will keep coming, and 
will invite their friends, rather than a place of discipleship where we hear God’s call again, 
and are sent into the week to live the way of Jesus more consistently. Is it any wonder that 
the church is in decline? According to our Scriptures this week, the measure of a “church” is 
not its buildings, its denominational affiliation, it faithfulness to certain doctrinal or political 



ideologies, or its size and wealth. The measure of a church is on the way it integrates into 
the community in which it is placed, and how it becomes the hidden, subversive, influence 
for grace, bringing greater care to the broken, more accessible and sustainable resources to 
the needy, more companionship to the lonely, and more unyielding opposition to the forces 
that would rob any human being of the abundant life which Jesus sought to bring. How can 
we allow the Scriptures to call us again into being this kind of community within the wider 
community in which God has placed us? 

 

February 13th, 2021 
John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 
 
 
How we choose to live has consequences. We have been given, in the Scriptures and in 
Christ’s example, a picture of the kind of life that brings about greater wholeness and joy for 
those who live it. But, we have also been given a picture of the pain that results when we 
reject God’s ways. This leaves us with a simple choice of which way we will choose to follow. 

May our worship this week lead us deeper into the way of Jesus in practical world-changing 
ways. 

READINGS: 

Jeremiah 17:5-10: Cursed are those who trust in human strength and turn away from God. 
They live in barrenness with no hope. But those who trust in God are like trees planted near 
a river. They have green leaves and bear lots of fruit. The human heart is deceitful and 
wicked and God searches all hearts and motives, rewarding people according to their 
actions. 

Psalm 1: Those who do not follow the ways of the wicked are blessed. They delight in God’s 
law and they are like trees along a riverbank bearing fruit and prospering in all they do. The 
wicked are worthless and will be judged. God watches over the righteous but the wicked will 
be destroyed. 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20: Some Corinthians say there is no resurrection. Paul points out that 
this means that then not even Christ has been resurrected, which means their faith is 
useless and believers are most to be pitied. But Christ has been raised and is the first of a 
great harvest. 

Luke 6:17-26: Jesus preaches to the crowds, in Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. Those who 
are poor, hungry, and who weep, and are persecuted are blessed, while those who are rich, 
prosperous, laughing, and praised by the crowds are facing great sorrow. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+17%3A5-10&version=CEB
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REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 

The central theme of all of the readings this week is the contrast between those who follow 
God’s ways and those who don’t. Jeremiah speaks of how those who turn away from God 
and trust in their own human strength are cursed, but those who trust in God are like trees 
planted near a river which are filled with life, green leaves and lots of fruit. This same 
metaphor is picked up in Psalm 1, where those who trust in God’s law and follow it are like 
healthy, living trees, while the wicked are cursed. In Luke Jesus speaks of how those who are 
poor, hungry, and weeping are blessed by God, while those who are rich, prosperous, 
laughing, and praised will experience woe. It is significant that Jesus’ definition of blessing 
and curses, and what brings about those conditions, is very different from the Old 
Testament picture, or at least how those Old Testament pictures are usually interpreted. 
Finally, Paul compares those who believe in resurrection with those who don’t, declaring 
that followers of Jesus who do not believe in a resurrection, or whose faith only has value 
for his life, are to be pitied, but those for whom resurrection is a reality, know that faith 
reaches beyond our current mortal life. Ultimately, all of these passages call us to a choice 
between trusting our own strength, wisdom, and ways of being, or embracing the way of 
Jesus. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 

Global Application: 

There are two ways the choice in today’s readings can be seen to affect the world. On the 
one hand, the choice to follow Jesus is so often spiritualised (with Paul’s resurrection 
discourse as a strong source of support for this view) such that many followers of Jesus 
choose to opt out of the world – in the sense that they shun anything to do with social 
justice, they deny that climate change is real, or, if it is, that it needs to be a concern, and 
their faith becomes about staying “separate” from “the world” in order to ensure a place in 
heaven (resurrection) when they die. On the other hand, and often in reaction to the former 
view, this choice is seen to entail either being “spiritual” or being “worldly” and, in order to 
follow Jesus’ call for care of the poor, the broken, and the marginalised, all “spiritualised” 
concerns are either ignored or rejected. But, there is a third way to approach this choice, 
which integrates all the ways the Scriptures may present it to us. Jesus preached and 
demonstrated that God’s way is about what happens in this world now – caring for the 
least, and siding with the poor and marginalised. But, Jesus also called us to a deep and 
living spirituality that trusts in God’s Spirit, and not just our own capacity, and that believes 
that what we do now has eternal impact and consequence. That eternal impact cannot just 
be getting us to heaven, or we are just selfish people. So it must also have to do with 
participating in God’s ongoing work of resurrection, of bringing the entire cosmos into the 
fullness of God’s life. The call then is for us to be both mystics who are deeply connected to 
the reality of God’s presence and purpose, and who seek to participate in the eternal saving 
work of God, and activists who are deeply connected to the world in which we live, to the 
daily realities of injustice and evil, and who seek to participate in the immediate saving work 
of God within our human, temporal world. If we can do this right – and avoid the other 
possible choice, which is to ignore God’s call altogether – then we, and all those with whom 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%201


we work and live, will know the benefit of a more just and compassionate way of being, 
while also celebrating the future hope of a cosmos that is one and whole in Christ. 

 Local Application: 

On the local level, it can be very tempting to turn the choice in today’s readings into a 
simple decision for or against Jesus. It could be a simple evangelical message that seeks a 
“decision for Christ” and brings people into the church. But to reduce today’s message to 
this overly simple choice would be to do a great injustice to the Scriptures. We could 
choose, rather to offer a more nuanced and challenging choice. Not just a choice for Jesus, 
but a choice that calls us to choose what kind of Jesus we will follow. Will we make Jesus 
simply a good man who worked for the good of his society, and make following him simply 
about being good people? Or will we make Jesus a substitute who removes any guilt or 
responsibility from us and simply guarantees us a place in a future heaven? Or – and 
hopefully this is what we will choose – do we offer a Jesus who connects us to the God who 
is the source of life, beauty, truth and goodness in the world, who offers us a future hope of 
a resurrection life that fills the cosmos, and who also calls us to engage daily in the tough 
work of living with kindness, compassion, justice, peace, generosity, and love now? When 
we speak of blessing and curses, do we present them as God’s actions, coming from outside 
of our human reality, and imposed on us by a distant deity? Or do we present them as 
consequences of how we live now with one another, and as the results of trusting that 
God’s way really is the best way to move the entire universe a little closer each day to 
experiencing the fullness of resurrection life? I hope that we will have the courage to 
present the Gospel choice that is deeply challenging, transformative, and practical, while 
also being deeply spiritual and aware of the eternal purpose of God. 

 

February 20th, 2021 

Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

As Epiphany draws to a close, and we near the Lenten season, the Lectionary gives us a 
prophecy of what lies on the other end of Holy Week – resurrection. But, this is not just a 
once off resurrection that happen to one human being in the past after he died. This is a 
resurrection that is available to every human being this side of the grave. It is a resurrection 
that is constantly at work in every facet of our lives and our world. It is a resurrection that is 
much bigger, more powerful, and all-encompassing than we usually imagine. 

And it it this resurrection that we celebrate in our worship this week. 

READINGS: 

Genesis 45:3-11,15: The dreamer Joseph, who has been toying with his brothers, now 
reveals himself to them, asks about his father, and assures them that what they intended 
for evil God has used for good. Their family would be saved from the famine, because of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45%3A3-11%2C15&version=CEB


what has happened to Joseph. He sends them back with a message inviting his father to 
come to Egypt. And then he kisses and weeps over his brothers. 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40: Do not worry about the wicked or envy them for they will fade away. 
But God gives to those who trust God the desires of their hearts. Commit to the Lord and 
trust him, wait patiently for God to act, and don’t be angry. The wicked will disappear but 
the lowly will posses the land. God rescues the godly and saves them. 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50: People ask what kind of bodies people will have when they 
are raised. Like a seed planted into the ground, resurrected bodies are something totally 
different, heavenly bodies, not earthly. Earthly bodies are planted in the ground, but they 
are raised as heavenly, eternal bodies. Now we are like the earthly Adam, then we will be 
like the heavenly Christ. 

Luke 6:27-38: Jesus teaches that his followers must love their enemies, for it does no good 
to only love those who love back – even sinners do that. But, loving enemies and treating 
them well is acting like children of God, and is compassionate as God is compassionate. This 
also means we must not judge others, but must forgive, and give generously, for then we 
will be forgiven and will receive abundance back. 

REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 

There is a sense in which the theme of today’s readings could be viewed as resurrection – 
but in a different, more expanded sense than we would usually think of resurrection. While 
Paul’s discourse in 1 Corinthians 15 does deal with the resurrection of our bodies – the 
transformation of a “physical” mortal body into a “spiritual” immortal one, the danger is to 
make resurrection about nothing more than what happens to our current bodies after we 
die. When we think that Paul referred to his Damascus Road experience as a resurrection 
appearance of Jesus, we have to admit that Paul sees resurrection as more than just a 
transformation of the physical body. Even the distinction between a “physical” body and a 
“spiritual” one is not the best way to describe the New Testament idea of resurrection. In 
the light of this, we can view Joseph’s transformed relationship with his brothers – whom he 
could have treated with the same disdain and cruelty with which they had treated him – as a 
resurrection, both for them as they were rescued from death, and for Joseph as he 
discovered the life-giving power of forgiveness and love. In Psalm 37 the contrast between 
the wicked who fade away and the godly who are saved points to a resurrection in which we 
learn not to be destroyed or overcome by evil and those who perpetuate it, but rather find 
life and peace as we wait patiently for God’s resurrection life to infiltrate and be revealed in 
our world. In the Gospel reading, Jesus’ call for his followers to reject the way of death – 
loving only those who love us back, and giving evil for evil with those who don’t – is an 
invitation into a different kind of life that can also be thought of as a resurrection. It is the 
way of life in which we believe that love ultimately wins over hate, forgiveness over division, 
and life over death, and in which we live this resurrection life here and now, even in the face 
of death and evil. Continuing the theme of call from the last few weeks, today’s call is to live 
resurrection now, to die to our “earthly” selves which follow the ways of human self-
protection and fear and bury them in the ground like a seed, and then allow God to raise us 
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again into a new life of godly self-giving and love where we become (using last week’s 
metaphor) trees of righteousness. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 

Global Application: 

There is a general spirit in so much of our world today that everything is getting worse. It is 
a constant refrain in the global Church (as least in so far as I am able to connect with global 
trends in the Church) that the evil in the world is a sign of the end times and that the world 
is getting more evil than ever. However, this view flows from two convictions that, I believe, 
are unhelpful and deny the resurrection life of God at work in the world . The first conviction 
is that what is seen as signs of the growth of evil are in fact the opposite – the growing 
acceptance of diversity and difference in our world, in terms of religious conviction, gender, 
race, sexual orientation, economic circumstance, or nationality. While there are many forces 
that work against this movement of acceptance, labelling it as nothing more than “political 
correctness” or permissiveness, it is actually a sign of resurrection, raising the consciousness 
of humanity, and opening our global heart to love. The second conviction that is unhelpful is 
the one that sees resurrection as nothing more than what happens to our bodies at some 
future point after we die. From this perspective, we cannot know resurrection unless we die 
physically, and resurrection therefore has no relevance to, or impact on, our lives in this life 
and in this world. However, when we expand our view to where we recognise any sign of 
God’s healing, loving, restoring life as resurrection, then resurrection is an invitation to die 
daily to anything that opposes God’s life in the world, and to allow God to raise us into a 
new life of love, inclusiveness, understanding, and grace. In this sense resurrection is both 
available to us now, and already at work in our world, if we will just see it and work with it 
(See this TED talk by Steven Pinker as an example: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_is_the_world_getting_better_or_worse_a_look
_at_the_numbers?language=en). This week it could be helpful to explore the signs of 
resurrection that can be seen in our world now, while also seeking to respond to God’s call 
to die to what perpetuates death, and to be raised into this new, Christ-like, resurrected life. 

 Local Application: 

If resurrection is to be revealed and experienced in our world globally, then it must be 
nurtured and made available to people locally. This is the task of the local church, and of any 
community that seeks to oppose the forces of death and evil, and nurture and share 
whatever brings life, beauty, truth, and goodness into the world. When we claim that 
certain people are evil and beyond God’s love and salvation simply for who they are, in 
terms of their religion, race, gender, sexual orientation, or political views, then we are not 
the church of resurrection. God calls us to die to this very human, “mortal” way of living. 
But, when we proclaim that God’s love is available to all, that God welcomes and accepts all 
for who they are, we become a church of the resurrection. But, another significant 
characteristic of a resurrection community is that they constantly facilitate the process of 
dying to our human “mortal” way of living that brings death and decay into our world and 
our relationships, and when they invite people to allow God to raise them to a new godly, 
“immortal” way of living and being that brings life and joy and goodness. When, in our 



worship and preaching, we invite people into a constant process of dying and rising we are a 
true resurrection community. Those who participate in such communities, discover a life 
that is not quenched by death, and they contribute to an eternal reality of life and love that 
is experienced now, but continues into the future when all creation knows resurrection in 
fullness. This week our call to resurrection can include such simple things as learning 
patience with ourselves, and others, and God as we wait for healing or restoration to 
happen. It can include forgiving others instead of allowing our hatred and pain to lead us 
into a death of our souls. It can include releasing the values and material wealth of human 
society in order to share what we have and bring life to those in need. And it can include 
loving ourselves enough to do what feeds and nurtures our souls, what brings life to our 
bodies, and what deepens and strengthens our relationships. In these ways we can 
experience our future hope of resurrection right here and right now. 

 

February 27th, 2021 

Rev. Bill Taylor, Church of Scotland 

Transfiguration Sunday is the Sunday before Lent. Its position in the Christian year suggests 
why the Transfiguration was given; to offer encouragement before a time of rigour. Peter, 
John and James were given a vision of Christ in glory, the risen and ascended Lord, as they 
struggled to come to terms with what Jesus had said about the trouble and suffering that lay 
ahead. 

Traditionally Lent encouraged observers to give up and make sacrifices, to tighten their belts 
and deny themselves excess, to better understand the way of the cross, the suffering of 
Jesus and the world. On Shrove Tuesday, Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) or Pancake Day people 
said good-bye to meat (carne vale). The last of the rich foods was eaten before the fasting 
began with the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday. ‘Shrove' refers to making confession and 
Lent is associated with a time of review and reflection. Lent offers the opportunity to 
embrace change, to re-examine priorities and to remember the needs of our neighbour. By 
making lifestyle changes each of us may make the world a better place for others. The need 
for a response to climate change calls out to us individually and collectively, as 
congregations and in partnership with other communities and groups. This Sunday is also 
World NGO Day and we are reminded of opportunities to make common cause and 
collaborate, to build hope and opportunity and make the world a better place. We have 
been made aware of the urgency of this, nor do we need to look far in a time of global 
pandemic to become aware of the suffering and sorrow in an unequal world. 

Transfiguration Sunday not only makes us more aware of the needs of our neighbours but 
gives to us, as to Peter, John and James, a vision of Christ in Glory, for our encouragement 
and hope day by day. 

As we approach the bible passages it's good to seek God's help to understand what they say 
and how they speak to our context. You might like to highlight words and sentences that 
stand out, maybe because they are joyful, hopeful, intriguing, relevant, puzzling, disturbing. 



Because so much of worship is about communication, I'm looking for phrases and words 
that communicate well and relate with people's experience. I find it helpful to chat over 
some initial thoughts with others to gain an impression of how well ideas connect. Works of 
art or photographs can often assist in highlighting and illustrating the story. In the sermon 
I'm looking to deliver a message of good news, of grace. 

Looking for common themes between the passages, there is often a progression that leads 
you through them. I found the following were shared between some of the passages: 
mountains, clouds, descent, shining face, veil and Moses. It's good also to askwhat's 
particular to this passage, especially in relation to the Gospel reading. Are there emphases 
that this Evangelist, Luke, makes that the others don't? Looking at the immediate context in 
the chapter, what comes before or after each reading is helpful. Consulting commentaries 
provides a wider frame of reference. 

Exodus 34:29-35 

If, like me, your first thought was ‘hasn't Moses come down the Mountain before, 
Commandments in hand?', then don't worry, you are correct and Exodus 20 is the place to 
find that. But here in Exodus 34 we have ‘Take 2,' when God provides a fresh copy of the 
stone tablets after Moses smashed the originals, angry at the people's idolatry. Here the 
Covenant is renewed and people figure out what that means. The passage shouts out that 
God is the God of second chances, of third, fourth and as many as it takes. I'm reminded of 
Jesus' answer when Peter asked him how many times he was to forgive (Matthew 18:22). In 
Edinburgh's Royal Scottish Museum there are displayed two wooden panels with the Ten 
Commandments written on them. Formerly they hung in the old Chapel at HMP Edinburgh 
where they were part of the witness to God's new direction for our lives. In the desert the 
journey to freedom had stalled, but in this passage we see God providing the route-map for 
moving forward from here. The Exodus from captivity is back on. 

Arguably the passage is focused on what has happened to Moses' face. Three verses 
mention how the skin of his face shone. The passage is shrouded in mystery, something 
inexplicable has happened to Moses on the top of Mount Sinai, enveloped in cloud (34:5); 
words are not adequate. Because Moses has talked with God ‘for forty days and forty nights' 
(34:28) – a phrase that may mean ‘for a long time' – he is forever changed. People see that 
and they are afraid. It is too much for them. They believe that it is not possible to look upon 
the face of God and live (Exodus 33:20) and Moses' face reflects a divine afterglow. They ask 
him to wear a veil so they can tolerate being in his presence; Moses obliges but when he 
talks with God again and meets with the people to relay God's word to them he removes 
the veil, a sign of transparency. 

Moses will appear on another mountain top when Jesus is transfigured. 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

There were many challenges in the life of the Christian community in Corinth. Division, 
conflict, immorality, greed, capriciousness; but there was also forgiveness, concern for the 
poor, giving to those in need, and a desire to grow in the life of the Spirit. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505974171
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In this portion of 2 Corinthians 3, Paul and Timothy are comparing the Old Covenant with 
the New. There are several points of distinction: 

• There was glory in the covenant God made with Moses but it is surpassed by the 
greater glory of the new. 

• Moses, argued Paul and Timothy, wasn't as courageous as them! Moses conceded to 
the people's request to wear a veil, to ‘dial down' the glory in their daily lives 
because they weren't ready for that. It was as if a veil lay over their minds, their 
mindset dulled their awareness, their vision was impeded. "But," said Paul, "when 
one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed!" (v16) Christ renews our thought 
processes, helps us be more agile so we question rigid attitudes, break down 
prejudice, and find lives transformed (Romans 12:1-2). 

• Moses, in his lifetime, did not have the hope which we, who live after the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus and of Pentecost, have. Humanity once hid from God in a 
garden long ago; since the perfect love that drives all fear away has come (1 John 
4:18) any need to hide (behind a veil) is gone. God calls us back as friends to 
contemplate with unveiled faces the Lord's glory, being transformed into God's 
image with ever-increasing glory (2 Cor 3:16, 18). 

• "Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom" (v17). Earlier in this chapter Paul 
contrasted the living document of the Christian community to which he is writing – 
"you are Christ's letter" (v3) – with tablets of stone (2 Corinthians 3:3) and a legalistic 
outlook that leads only to condemnation. Together, with the help of the Spirit, we 
are invited to join in with what God is doing in our world, working towards the day 
when that Kingdom of justice, equity and right action is complete. We have the hope 
"that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God" (Romans 8:21). 

Paul delights in the good news, the open secret. He renounces any way of being that might 
be about a cover-up and commits himself, and the Church, to working openly and 
transparently. 

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

And so, in a way, the earlier readings set the stage for the glory of Christ to be revealed in 
the event called the Transfiguration. Moses will see His glory and Elijah too, along with 
Peter, John and James. 

What I like about this passage is that taken as a whole, Luke 9:28-43a, the experience on the 
Mountain Top and the encounter with people in the plain below, imitates the movement of 
the incarnation and welds together God and all in need. Here is real-world Christianity, faith 
in action. 

Verse 28 prompts the question: ‘What sayings?' Eight days have passed since that 
conversation, possibly a helpful space. Peter had made the breakthrough. "You are the 
Christ," he said (v20). Jesus spoke then of how the Messiah would suffer, be rejected and 
killed and on the third day be raised to life. He also spoke about how the times that lay 
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ahead would be difficult for His followers and they too should expect to take up a cross. It 
wasn't what they wanted. 

Jesus decided to do what He often did and find a quiet place. He went up a mountain to 
pray and took with Him only three disciples, hand-picked witnesses who later, as leaders in 
the young church, could speak of the day they saw His glory (but not for now, v36). Scripture 
doesn't tell us which mountain was the Mount of Transfiguration. The traditional site to 
which pilgrims have travelled since the fourth century is Mount Tabor, looking like an 
upturned bowl on the Plain of Jezreel, south west of Lake Galilee, rising to approximately 
600 metres. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke (for whom Peter was a central source) mention the 
Transfiguration, but not John, or maybe he did, but in a different way, referring to the 
experience in the prologue of his gospel: "And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth" (John 
1:14). Something similar is found in the witness statement at the beginning of his first 
epistle (1 John 1:1-2). There are some particular contributions from the synoptic writers, 
e.g., it is Mark (9:3) who tells us that Jesus' clothes were whiter than any laundry in the 
world could bleach them. It is Luke who tells us what Jesus, Moses and Elijah speak about 
when they meet (v31). 

All the signs are there: the high places where their ancestors encountered God, a cloud 
enveloping them with a sense of the numinous, the mystery of God; the radiance of Jesus' 
face shining like the sun and the dazzling white of His clothes. It is a vision of surpassing 
glory. 

Luke tells us that the disciples saw the glory of Moses and Elijah too. They are the greats 
from before, the legends from the past who sum up the Commandments and the Prophets. 
Their presence, however, points to the uniqueness of Jesus, something Peter discovers 
when he clumsily suggests setting up shelters for all three. "Then from the cloud came a 
voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!'" (v35) Jesus is now the focus of 
salvation, through whom hope comes to humanity; Jesus is the key that can open the gate 
to life. Luke tells us Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus about His ‘departure', which would 
take place soon in Jerusalem (v31). ‘Departure' translates the word ‘exodus' and links in 
with other reminders of the exodus like the shelters. The Festival of Shelters (Sukkot) was – 
and still is – celebrated every year (9 October in 2022). In Judaism people erect a tent or 
shelter to remember the years of wandering with no permanent home after leaving 
captivity in Egypt to journey towards the promised land. Jesus, Moses and Elijah speak of 
the new exodus that Jesus will make possible through His cross and resurrection, which will 
break out humanity and creation from the prison of sin and injustice, offering forgiveness 
and life in all its fullness. Jesus is revealed to Peter, John and James in all His glory. They see 
the crucified, risen and ascended Lord, ahead of the suffering that is to come. 

And so to the plain. It's chaos. Crowds throng. A parent is in agony for his tormented child. 
The inability of the disciples (who had been left behind) to do anything about the situation 
and their lack of belief. The drama of the boy convulsing on the ground in Jesus' presence. 
Mark (9:24b) here details a more intimate exchange in which the child's father says to Jesus 



"I believe; help my unbelief!" But Luke doesn't include this here, for it was not this father's 
faith alone that had faltered, bruised, as it was by the exigencies of life. Jesus takes issue 
with all who are gathered there. It isas if He has encountered a whole world of unbelief. 
Coming from the mountain top epiphany, where His glory was revealed, Jesus meets a lost 
community, a flock without a shepherd, the religious leaders, the crowd, and His own 
followers, all equally stumped and helpless. And with the kind of authority that no-one else 
possesses Jesus, in a scene reminiscent of the descent of Moses from Mount Sinai with the 
Ten Commandments, calls upon the community, the people, the whole nation to recognise 
where they have been. "You faithless and perverse generation how much longer must I be 
with you and bear with you? "Bring your son here" (v41). Jesus takes command and sets the 
boy free from his troubles. Healed, He hands him back to his father. Here too His glory is 
revealed, down on the plain, amongst the ordinariness of the day to day and the confusion 
of life. "And all were astounded at the greatness of God" (v43). 

 

 


