
 

CROOKWELL UNITING CHURCH 

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known” 

 

HOME PRAYER PACK FOR JULY 2020 

 

As we continue to worship from home, please find enclosed materials to assist.   

 

If you are unsure where to start, perhaps the following is a useful guide (with thanks 

to A Sermon For Every Sunday): 

• If you are with your spouse, partner, and/or family, gather around a table.  If 

you are on your own, find a place that is quiet and comfortable. 

• Light a candle to symbolise the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that you are 

entering sacred time. 

• Start with a simple opening prayer, acknowledging that Jesus promised to 

come to wherever people gathered in His name. 

• Read through the weekly readings, as outlined in our newsletter.  If in a group, 

take turns on reading out loud to the group. 

• Follow up with a discussion based on the readings.   

• Enter into a time of prayer.  This can be as simple as “What am I thankful 

for?” and “What am I concerned about?” 

 

If you need a bible at home, please call the church on 4832 1026, and one can be 

provided.  If you are interested, Songs of Praise airs on ABC TV at 11:30am each 

Sunday, and can also be watched any time at https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016 

 

We are still the Church. 

Stay safe. 

 

https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2016


July 5, 2020 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

The invitation of God, through Christ, to find intimacy, rest and liberation 
speaks through all of this week’s readings. In the continuous readings of the 
Old Testament, there is the theme of bride and groom finding love and 
comfort with each other, and the picture this offers of God’s love and welcome 
for God’s people. In the related readings, the prophet’s message of the King 
who comes to bring peace and justice is proclaimed, along with the Psalmist’s 
celebration of God’s mercy and faithfulness. In the New Testament, Paul, while 
recognising the human problem of slavery to sin, recognises that Jesus is the 
one who brings relief and liberation. Finally, Jesus, while lamenting that some 
people will not or cannot receive him and his message, nevertheless invites 
any who are burdened to come to him. All of this makes it very clear that God 
longs for connection with us, and God is always available and accessible to 
those who need and want God. In addition, in this world where the effects of 
sin – injustice, slavery of all kinds, conflict and judgement – are widespread 
and bring devastation to so many, Christ comes as the one who seeks to bring 
relief – liberation, justice, peace and mercy. All of which leaves us with a 
choice: Will we accept Christ’s invitation and come to him to find life, or will 
we question the effectiveness of Christ’s message and presence, and seek to 
go our own way? Will we live in faith and communion with God, or will we live 
as functional atheists? It’s an important choice that every follower of Christ 
must make daily. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION: We don’t have to look far to see the effects of human 
brokenness on our world. The tyranny of sin has left its mark everywhere, from 
dire poverty and unjust economic and power relations between rich and poor, 
to the slavery of human trafficking; from expedient exploitation of the planet’s 
resources, to corruption in business and government across the world; from 
wars between nations, to conflict between factions, families and individuals. In 
the face of all this the invitation of Christ may seem ineffectual and faith in 
Christ’s liberating reign may seem naive. But, we have also discovered that 
human capacity alone cannot address the burdens and struggles we face. It is 
increasingly important that people of faith resist the temptation of cynicism 
and pessimism, and allow themselves to be empowered and inspired by the 
Christ we follow. It is increasingly necessary for us to live our faith in the daily 
choices that impact the realities of our world, and in extending Christ’s 
invitation to others. This doesn’t necessarily mean preaching or seeking to 
convert others. It is more likely to mean working alongside the least to ease 



their burdens and to stand against the unjust people and institutions that 
oppress and enslave. It means allowing our faith and hope to inspire how we 
choose to buy, eat, dress, drive and vote. It means praying, thinking and 
learning globally, while acting and contributing locally. At it’s heart, receiving 
Christ’s invitation is more than just a personal experience of peace and rest. It 
is a call to be those who seek to draw others into Christ’s rest along with us, 
and to spread Christ’s peace and mercy as far as we can, in whatever way we 
can. 

LOCAL APPLICATION: The broken and weary ones of the world are with us in 
every family, every community and every neighbourhood. The broken and 
weary ones are us, and those we live with. This is why Christ’s invitation is such 
a wonderful, life-giving promise. We need only believe that rest can truly be 
found in a Christ-following life. We need only be committed enough to Christ’s 
invitation that we will not keep it to ourselves, but seek to share it with those 
around us. It is when we open our arms and the doors of our churches to all – 
whoever they may be or however we may disagree with them – that we offer 
rest, instead of the burden of judgement and guilt. It is when we live simply 
and generously, resisting the temptation to hoard, accumulate and consume 
more than we need that we bring rest to those who struggle to survive each 
day. It is when we work within our community to bring change to unjust laws, 
to take notice of the hurting and vulnerable ones, and to welcome those with 
whom we would normally not associate that we bring rest to others. These 
actions make no sense to those who benefit from and buy into the world’s 
systems, but they are the only ones that bring life and grace and liberation to 
all – both those who do them and those who benefit from them. Perhaps it’s 
time that the Church stopped trying to be wise in the world’s eyes (or even 
wiser than the world but on the world’s terms), and embraced a childlike 
naivety and a gracious, inclusive openness that can offer an alternative way of 
being in this often burdensome world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 12, 2020 

Jacqueline J. Lewis, Broken Spirits, Broken Bodies 

From violence and disaster on the nightly news to the personal, physical pain, or 

relational pain of our own lives, it’s plain to see we live in a broken world.  We 

begin this series today with the internal brokenness of our spirits, pain that can be 

both the cause and the effect of human sin.  Paul’s arguments about sin in 

Romans 7 and 8 can be difficult to follow.  Sin is difficult.  The thing I know is 

wrong to do is the very thing I want to do, he says.  Just knowing it is wrong, 

because the law tells me it is wrong, makes me want to do it.  Who can deliver me 

from this body of sin and death? (Romans 7:19-25) 

Only Jesus is the answer to this question.  God, Paul argues, sent the Son into the 

world to be sin(ful) as we are, to take sin out of the world.  In love for us, and with 

power to heal us, God incarnates the purpose of the law in the body of Jesus and 

wipes condemnation out, delivering God’s people in the way that law could not.  

Paul makes it sound so easy, living ‘according to the Spirit’ automatic.  But like so 

many things, particularly when it comes to human fallibility, this is much more 

easily said than done!  There remains a tension between Spirit and flesh, Spirit 

being the ways of God, and flesh being the ways of the world. 

It is a common misunderstanding that Paul is referring to our souls and our bodies 

here.  We know that body and soul are inextricably connected, as our bodies are 

deeply impacted by the state of our spirit.  Broken hearts can lead to broken 

bodies.  Ulcers, cancer, sleeplessness – our soma is impacted by our spiritual 

condition.  And not only our bodies but the body of our human family.  Greed, 

malice, unbridles hatred, and fear due to our differences – all the ways our souls 

are still broken by sin – these are literally killing us.  Black and brown bodies are 

especially in danger. 

To set the mind on things of the flesh means living according to the broken ways 

of our world, succumbing to discrimination or hatred due to gender or sexual 

orientation, race, ethnicity, or religion.  This leads to death.  Not just to bodily 

deaths but to soul death as well.  The death of hope.  The death of justice. 

Life in the Spirit, on the other hand, liberates us from hatred and frees us to love.  

Focusing our minds on the things of the Spirit – compassion, kindness, fairness, 

unity – can heal our broken spirits and empower us to help heal our broken 

world. 

 



July 19, 2020 

John Van de Laar, Connecting With Life, “Sacredise” 

This week the Lectionary calls us to faithfulness and to hope. The message of 
all of the readings is that our world is not random, but is following a divine 
purpose, and that God will finally bring an end to evil and rescue God’s people 
– and all of creation – from brokenness and darkness. In Jacob’s dream God’s 
promise of a land, a home, for God’s people is given, while in Isaiah, God is 
portrayed as the only one who knows future and past – the trajectory of the 
universe – and who defends God’s people. Similarly, in the Wisdom of Solomon 
reading, God’s power is praised, and the assurance of God’s hope is 
remembered. Psalms 139 expresses confidence in God’s presence, knowledge 
and care for God’s people, while Psalm 86 remembers this care being 
expressed in practical situations, while praying for God’s protection to 
continue. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, reminds his readers of the gift of 
God’s Spirit, and the hope that this gift brings, while teaching them that the 
freedom from sin and death that they hope for is not just for them but for all 
creation. Finally, in Jesus’ parable he explains why good and evil exists side by 
side, and describes metaphorically the reality of a world where evil does not 
seem to be dealt with. He also offers the hope that the time will come when 
evil is finally done away with, and only goodness remains. 

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: 
GLOBAL APPLICATION: It may seem naïve to speak of good finally overcoming 
evil. In the face of corruption, poverty, climate change, war and gross inequity, 
it may appear that the opposite outcome is far more likely. However, as people 
of faith, we do not have the luxury of pessimism, cynicism and despair. If we 
truly believe that God is alive and active in our world, then we must trust that 
our world is not random, but is moving purposefully forward in what Jeremy 
Rifkin called a “trajectory of compassion”. This means that, while we may not 
see the fulfilment of our hopes and dreams for justice, peace and compassion 
to guide our world, we cannot stop working toward this hope in every way we 
can. We are called to proclaim and enact the hope of God’s protection for the 
most vulnerable and poorest among us, by defending their rights and seeking 
to protect them in God’s name – working for homes, health care, food, 
education and sanitation through our actions, our votes and our voices. We are 
called to work for the hope of peace by refusing to engage in hate-speech, or 
aggressive and divisive rhetoric, and by seeking to understand those we would 
call enemies and make them friends. We are called to provide hope to our 
world by living simply and responsibly in order to care for our planet, while 
demonstrating an alternative way of living that rejects consumerism, 



exclusivism and exceptionalism. What it all comes down to is allowing the 
vision of God’s reign – our hope – to fill our hearts such that we become 
proclaimers of hope who begin to live what we long for even in the midst of 
the struggles and injustices of our time. This is both challenging and prophetic. 
It is not easy or comfortable, but it is joyful, healthy and inviting, while, in small 
daily acts, helping to change the ways in which our current way of being is 
dysfunctional. 

LOCAL APPLICATION: For many people the Church has not been seen as a 
place of hope. Rather it has been seen as a place which offers hope only to a 
select few, while condemning the rest of the world to hell. The list of reasons 
and causes that Christians offer for why others are not acceptable to God is 
long, and seems to grow constantly. However, the Lectionary offers an 
alternative narrative this week. While Jesus does speak about weeds and 
wheat, he does not allow the weeds to be pulled up, because they may not be 
recognised, and some wheat may appear to be weeds. Only God, when the 
time comes, has the ability and the right to make this distinction. In our time, 
we are called to live together – “wheat” and “weeds” together – trusting in the 
hope that the time will come when evil and injustice are removed from our 
world. What this means is that we cannot judge anyone as “weeds” or 
“wheat”, because be might be seeing wrongly and missing what God knows 
about the heart. All that is left for us, then, is to embrace our hope and make it 
available to all. This means that we can welcome those we might be tempted 
to exclude, we can support and defend those who are vulnerable and 
marginalised, we can support those who are in need, and we can live – in our 
communities and our homes – the inclusive, gracious, merciful and generous 
hope that God offers us. The question this raises for us is this: in what ways can 
our worship this week proclaim God’s hope and help us to live it through the 
week? In what ways can we, as a community called by the name of Christ, 
demonstrate the hope of God’s reign in our worship and our mission? And, in 
what ways can we hold out this hope for others, inviting them to share it with 
us, without seeking to make judgements prematurely? 

 

 

 

 

 



July 26, 2020 

Jacqueline J. Lewis, Inseparable 

Romans 8:26-39. 

How many times have I turned to these words in Scripture?  How many times 

have I referred others?  My mother is grieving a new prognosis related to her 

lung cancer.  The miracle drug has stopped working.  She is herself a miracle, 

living with stage 4 non-small-cell lung cancer for over five years now.  She who 

prays every day, on her knees, before leaving her bedroom.  She of bedrock 

faith, who nurtured six children to believe in the power of prayers, struggles 

with her fate, in the hands of the God in whom she trusts.  What next?  What 

now?  “Read Romans chapter 8” I say, while hugging her thin shoulders. 

Nothing separates us from God; this is Paul’s testimony.  Not our inability to 

pray, for when we know not what to pray, God’s spirit prays on our behalf, in 

sighs too deep for words. 

Not our inability to see God’s plan for our lives, for while we are blinded by 

disease and grief, what we cannot see is still in place, calling us, knowing us, 

shaping destiny. 

Not our circumstances, for though we feel abused, or even abandoned, our 

God is one who uses all of life to our good.  To teach us something, to 

strengthen a place in us, to give us compassion toward others.  Our God does 

not bring the cancer, does not cause the disaster, but holds our broken pieces 

together while we lean into the everlasting arms, and creates the conditions 

for our love to open up spaces for transformation. 

Since God loved us enough to send Jesus into the world to teach us what it 

means to be human with a divine spark, what would God withhold?  Since God 

is on our side, on the side of love, who can be against us? 

These words of assurance – that nothing at all in life, not even death, can 

separate us from the love of God – are powerful words to preach in 

summertime, when sunshine dares make light of our troubles, when the 

miracle of resurrection might be a faint springtime memory and the miracle of 

incarnation is pushed off for winter hope.  The brokenness of our hearts and 

our world takes no vacation.  With warm sun on our face, with humid summer 

winds at the back, God’s people need to know the blessed assurance of the 

love of God that does not wane, not with long days or longer nights. 



This text summons testimony, not about magic protection bubbles; we are not 

promised that.  But about the very present help of God that stands with us in 

our trials and tribulations.  The kind of presence that is sometimes best 

experienced in retrospect.  Was not God there in that hospital room, when the 

chaplain prayed?  Did you experience the light?  Was not our God there, as we 

held hands in the circle and sang “Nearer My God To Thee”?  Sharing stories 

about the way God has shown up in the real, lived lives of God’s people gives 

weight to Paul’s experience of the powerful presence of the Holy.  Any 

distance or disconnect we feel from God is in our head, clouded by doubt or 

obscured by fear.  In difficult times, we need the stories of those who have 

come through, reminding us that we are incapable of frustrating God’s love 

and care.  God is closer to us than we can ever fathom. 

 


